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OLD WYE CHURCH 
1694-1954 


LD WYE CHURCH has been standing under the big oak 
() tree beside the Queenstown-Easton road for two centuries. 
It was a chapel of ease in St. Paul’s Parish at the time of the 
establishment, in 1692 and it has always played a large part in 
parish life. Despite its age and its prominence, its history must be 
dug out from the vestry records of St. Paul's: for it was only a 
chapel and it had no separate vestry and no records of its own. 
Any action the vestry took bound all the parish, but only when 
they did something concerning one particular chapel does its 
name appear. Wye Church, formally called also St. Luke's, and 
St. Luke’s, Wye, is first mentioned in 1698, and in this case the 
confusion is worse confounded, because another of St. Paul’s 
chapels was likewise called St. Luke's. 

Although the written records of St. Paul’s and Old Wye begin 
only in 1694, their history can be pushed back a little farther. 
Englishmen’s settlements on the Eastern Shore began with Wil- 
liam Claiborne’s trading post on the Isle of Kent, and before long 
they had spread across to the mainland that is now Queen Anne’s 
County. The Rev. Richard James, a Church of England clergyman, 
was on Kent Island by 1631. The oldest parish in Queen Anne's 
was St. Paul’s, though it is not possible to prove just when it was 
founded. After the act of establishment in 1692, the province was 
divided into parishes by 1694. St. Paul’s included all of what is 
now Queen Anne’s and Caroline, and more than it now does of 
Talbot County. When, in 1694, its existing vestry records begin, it 
contained Chester Church, long known as St. Paul’s, the Up River 
Chapel of ease that came to be St. Luke’s, Church Hill, Tuckahoe 
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Chapel, later St. John’s, and St. Luke’s Wye, or “Old Wye.” 
The parish was about twenty miles by twenty-five, and the four 
churches were so placed that each section of it had a house of 
worship. Northernmost was St. Luke’s, Church Hill: it gave its 
name to the town of Church Hill, which grew up around it. The 
parish church, St. Paul’s, was at Hibernia, about a mile out of 
Centreville on the road to Queenstown. Now it has been moved 
into the town of Centreville. Tuckahoe Chapel, later St. John’s, 
was on the Three Bridge branch, about where Hillsborough is. 
Old Wye was—and is—at what was then the head of navigation 
on the Wye River, six miles from Centreville. 

The Reverend John Lillingstone, the first known rector of St. 
Paul’s, was in charge at the time of the establishment, and had 
been there for many years. On January 21, 1681, he petitioned the 
Talbot County Court for 400 pounds of tobacco from the adminis- 
trator of the late John Bradburne. At the request of Bradburne’s 
widow he had preached a funeral sermon over him, and the 
administrator refused to pay the tobacco Lillingstone thought it 
was worth. “ The Court ordered the Tobacco to be paid.” Lilling- 
stone was twice married, both times to Talbot County women, and 
he had children by each wife. He is an interesting figure, for there 
are unsolved contradictions about him. He was here by 1681, by 
court records, but in 1689 he acknowledged to the Bishop of 
London the receipt of £20 “‘ towards defraying the Charges of my 
Transportation to Mary Land whither I am going Chaplaine.” In 
1692 Mr. John Lillingston was brought before the court for 
prolonged and aggravated drunken carousing, and he was saved 
only as an act of grace in view of their majesties’ “ happy success, 
and late victory against the French.” Yet, when in 1694/5, six 
sets of books were sent over by the Bishop of London, one set was 
given to Lillingstone. More than that, in 1705, after two mis- 
sionaries sent over to America by the Society for the Propagation 
of the Gospel had gone up and down through all the colonies, 
and had been entertained several days at Lillingstone’s home, they 
wrote home that of all the clergymen they had met, he was the 
fittest to be Suffragan Bishop. The Rev. Ethan Allen says that 
Lillingstone did go to England for consecration, but that ‘‘ Quakers 
Presbyterians and Puritans in their unwearied and unholy oppo- 
sition prevented the English Government from consenting.” This 
is an unhistoric jumping to conclusions by the reverend historio- 
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grapher, for, though he gives sources, a check of them shows only 
that Lillingstone intended to go, not that he went. When he died, 
in 1709, his executor, Joseph Lambert, petitioned the Assembly to 
award his orphan children the 40 Ibs. of tobacco per poll for all 
of 1709, and it was so ordered. 

The powers and the resources and the obligations of vestries 
were set forth in the act of establishment in much detail. By the 
act, the county government paid to the vestry forty pounds of 
good merchantable tobacco for every taxable in the parish. A 
taxable was any one over sixteen years old who was either a free- 
man or a male servant imported, or any slave, male or female. 
Clergymen and paupers were not taxables. In 1693, there were 
629 taxables in St. Paul’s, so that the vestry had the disposal of 
25,160 lbs. of tobacco. In that day, because the church was estab- 
lished and was thus part of the government, vestries had many 
duties more governmental than churchly. Indeed it is not too 
much to say that they were the local government for their parish. 
There was a law against fornication and adultery, a law with teeth 
in it. By its provisions, prosecutions for fornication began in the 
parish. A vestry must summon both the man and the woman who 
were charged with incontinent living, and admonish them thereof. 
Sometimes they appeared when ordered to do so, expressed regret, 
promised amendment and departed. Sometimes they did not come, 
or, coming, invited the vestry to do its worst. Sometimes the same 
woman came twice with different men. If the vestry was not able 
to cope with the people, then the county court took up the case. 
But the vestry had to initiate it, it was not just sticking its nose into 
the private lives of its parishioners. 

If tobacco was the wealth of the parish, it was also the source of 
much of its work and worry. It was for the vestry to appoint the 
counters of tobacco plants, and the inspectors of tobacco; and, 
more often than not they had trouble finding men willing to act 
as inspectors. For all that tobacco was a medium of exchange in 
colonial Maryland, and almost the only one, it lacked one of the 
most important characteristics of a good currency: it was not, 
and could not be, invariably uniform. When it was enacted that 
any person owing tobacco could discharge his debt at the rate of 
twelve shillings per hundred pounds, the clergy protested. To- 
bacco was worth often 25 or even 30 shillings if it was good, but 
they were paid 12s., and the planter could sell his tobacco for 
twice that much. 
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When the recorded story of St. Paul’s parish begins, a vestry 
was already at work. It was composed of William Finny, Nath. 
Wright, Richard Jones, John Chaires, William Coursey and John 
Whittington. In June 1694 there were two church buildings in 
the parish, both of them old and out of repair. The vestry agreed 
with Richard Scrivener to build for St. Paul’s, or Old Chester 
Church “a good sufficient Pulpitt a readg Pew & Desk... to 
find plank & Dyet and everything requisite’’ for 2200 pounds of 
tobacco. In 1695 the vestry agreed with Thomas Punny (the 
register of that day may have meant Finny, but he wrote Punny) 
for 2400 pounds of tobacco to put a new covering on St. Paul’s. 
The Governor and Council were much interested in the building 
of churches, and where existing court houses were used in lieu 
of putting up new church structures, chapels of ease were to be 
built in outlying areas, and lay readers were to be appointed where 
ministers could not be had. After the new roof was put on, the 
vestry began other repairs, but they found the timbers so rotten 
that in 1697/8 they decided to put up a brick church at the 
same place where the old one was. This was at Hibernia, about 
a mile outside of Centreville: the spot can be pointed out today. 
Richard Tilghman agreed “ to procure Bricks to be made so many 
as will Suffice to build up the walls,” though he knew the vestry 
had not enough money at that time. This second St. Paul’s was 
fifty by twenty-five feet, and it had five windows, two on each 
side and one in the chancel, and a folding door at the west end. 
The vestry agreed to “ reimburse him wt expences he shall be 
out for ye doing & carrying on & compleating ye said work.” 
Other gentlemen lent money for the new building and were repaid 
by the vestry. 

Although the parish had the forty per poll, it was still in need 
of funds. In 1700 it petitioned for a further grant of ten pounds 
of tobacco per poll. To the workmen was due 6059 pounds of 
tobacco, and the chancel and the communion table were still to 
be made. The petition was granted. It became the first in a long 
line of petitions for supplementary grants. From 1700 down to 
the Revolution, there are more than forty requests for the extra 
tax. Usually they were made in early November, whether the 
Assembly was in session then or not, and uniformly they said that 
the church and the chapels were out of repair and that several 
parochial charges remained unpaid. Uniformly the requests were 
granted. 

[6] 
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Of the six sets of books which the Bishop of London sent over 
for Maryland clergymen, one was given to St. Paul’s John Lilling- 
stone. After Lillingstone’s death, one of the vestry was sent to 
his house to take custody of the books until an incumbent arrived. 
The books were handed on to succeeding rectors and curates. For 
a time the library seems to have escaped the notice of the vestry 
until they began to have trouble with the hot-tempered Mr. 
Christopher Wilkinson. He was interested in the library: in 1722 
he added to it a book of sermons at 12 shillings currency. The 
library, entered in the vestry records April 6, 1725, was exclusively 
theological. Of twenty-six books, five were sermons and two were 
explanations of the church catechism. One or two were in Latin, 
but that was no obstacle to an eighteenth century clergyman. 
Altogether it was not calculated to appeal to laymen, especially 
to men who were not great readers. And yet, in every case where 
the names of the books are entered, one or two are said to be 
lent out to some member of the parish. The vestry were obliged to 
view the books once a year, but they could and did do so more 
often. Ordinarily they found the books kept in good care except 
for wearing, though sometimes pages wete damaged by rats. This 
annual inspection continued down to 1770 and then it stopped and 
nothing more is known of the books. At that time they were in 
the possession of the rector, the Rev. Mr. Hugh Neill. Now in 
1954, not one of them is known to exist. 

In Match 1697/8 the vestry contracted to build up the walls 
of Old Chester Church with brick. November 1698 they were 
planning to repair or rebuild Old Wye © the Dimentions of the 
Church (wch is to be erected in Wye) Vizt forty feet in length, & 
twenty-five feet in breadth, & fifteen feet in the hight, the length 
& breadth so to be within the walls.” This is the first contempo- 
rary mention of Wye. It is also the only mention of this rebuilding 
plan: a generation was to pass before the fine old chapel was built. 

The death of Rev. John Lillingstone, Apr. 17, 1709, halted the 
services of St. Paul’s only very briefly. May 3, 1709, the vestry 
ordered that Wm. Denton read service at the up river church, 
later St. Luke’s, Church Hill, in the morning, and at St. Paul’s in 
the afternoon. Next week he held service at Tuckahoe in the 
morning and at Wye Chapel in the afternoon. For so doing 
Denton was promised 400 pounds of tobacco per month. When 
the Rev. James Hindman came, May 2, 1710, Denton was ordered 
to have 5900 pounds of tobacco. 
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Though nothing came of the 1698 plan for a church which was 
to be erected in Wye, the idea remained alive. The vestry agreed, 
September 23, 1712, to contribute toward building a church there 
and to encourage others so that ‘‘a church fabrick could be 
erected.” The Rev. James Hindman gave 400 pounds of tobacco: 
that was as much as all the other vestrymen combined and it was 
a fifth or more of his annual income. 

After Mr. Hindman died came, January 30, 1713/4, the Rev. 
Christopher Wilkinson. This very active person, who was forth- 
right if not peppery, served until 1728. It was under him that 
today’s Old Wye was built. By 1717 the vestry had on hand 
£100 sterling and subscriptions of 60,000 pounds of tobacco. 

- October 28, 1717 “At a vestry held at Wye Church... 
Articles of Agreement [were signed] between the Vestry of St. 
Paul's Parish .. . and William Elbert in Talbot County Carpenter 
the said Elbert Obliges himself to the building of a Church att 
the head of Wye River Either where the old Church stands or 
hard by the same The length thereof being fifty foot in the Clear 
and in the breadth five and Twenty foot in the Clear in heigth 
Sixteen foot pitch the End building att the East End Eighteen by 
Sixteen in the Clear of a proportionable height with the other 
building being the length of three bricks thick att the foundation 
to the Water Table from the water Table up to the bottom of the 
window two bricks and a half and from thence two bricks up to 
the top of the Square Setting three windows on Each side of the 
said Church betwixt Seven and Eight foot high two Ovall windows 
to be att the West End above the Square att the East End a large 
Window Ovall att the head a window in Each side proportionable 
the said windows being three foot wide of Each side suported 
by Sufficient palasters or botterises as shall be thought fitt with a 
Good Sufficient Roof Arch’d underneath Covered with Shingles of 
white Oak or Cyprus which the Workman shall think fitt to be 
plaistered in the inside and Glased with Slyding sashes The lower 
part in the Eastern building to fix an Alter Table Raised three 
Steps high and Sett about with Rails and turn banisters in the body 
of the Church to Erect a pulpitt and Reading Desk.” 

Nothing was said of pews, nor is the omission accidental. The 
Governor and Council, on March 4, 1695/6, ‘‘ Ordered that the 
Vestrymen of the severall and respective Parishes within this 
Province be obliged to perform and see finished, within their 
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respective parish Church, no other inside works than Vizt 
plastering the Walls, making the pulpit, the Reading pew & 
Clerks Desks, to provide a Communion table & Raile in the same; 
And as for all other pews & seats, that the severall Parishioners 
be at charge of making the same according to their liking. And 
it is hereby further ordered that the Sheriffs of the Province give 
Copy of this Order to the severall Vestrys within their respective 
Precincts.” Again and again pews were auctioned off, or passed 
by sale. On October 5, 1736, the vestry “ Ordered that a bill of 
sale be Recorded which John Walters had from William Durding 
for a pew in St. Lukes Chapple.” Durding made over to Walters 
all his rights to the pew no. 22 which his father bought. On the 
diagram of pews of September 17, 1723, pew no. 22 is registered 
as belonging to Thos. Murphy and Wm. Durden. 

For erecting this noble building Elbert was to get Major Turloe’s 
£100 gift and the 60,000 lbs of tobacco subscribed by members of 
the parish. If subscribers did not pay up, Elbert could leave un- 
done enough inside work to equal the non-payment. The outside 
was to be finished by July 1, 1719, the inside as soon after that as 
Elbert could. He gave the customary bond for double the sum 
involved and it is copied into the vestry record. 

For several years the building of Wye Chapel was the most 
important activity in St. Paul’s parish. It was supposed to be 
finished as to the outside by July, 1719, but in April, 1720, the 
vestry ordered that Wye Church be finished with all convenient 
speed and that the Rev. Christopher Wilkinson and two of the 
vestry be a committee to look after it. The floor of the Church 
was ordered to be raised to within three feet nine inches of the 
bottom of the side windows, and to be laid flush, with plank. 
Although legacies had been made and gifts promised for Wye 
Church, the vestry had much trouble in collecting them, so much 
trouble, in fact, that it was finally necessary to petition the Gov- 
ernor and Council for help in collection. William Elbert must 
have given satisfaction as a builder, for on Easter Monday, 1721, 
he was made a church warden of St. Paul’s. By the spring of 1721 
Old Wye was finished. A vestry committee composed of William 
Clayton and Augustine Thompson, appointed to see whether 
Elbert had performed his contract reported that they ‘went to 
Wye Church and viewed the work which Wm. Elbert was 
Obleidged to do by a Certain Agreement with the Vestry of St. 
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Pauls parish which work we find to be Complyed with only the 
Steps about the Alter Table and likewise three pains of Glass.” 
It was ordered that Elbert have the key to the church till further 
notice. March 26, 1722, Elbert was released from the bond he had 
given. 

The energetic Mr. Wilkinson had been, February 16, 1715/6, 
appointed commissary for the Eastern Shore. That officer was— 
and is—a clergyman who by episcopal delegation performed some 
of the functions of a bishop in remote parts or where there was no 
bishop. As such, Wilkinson had to have annual meetings of the 
clergy of that shore, and to find out what was going on in the 
parishes. 

Wye Chapel, being finished, was opened on St. Luke’s day, 
October 18, 1721. Strangely enough, the St. Paul’s vestry records 
do not speak of the opening at all. The meeting of September 20, 
1721, dealt with.routine only, and it was followed at once by the 
meeting of November 9, 1721, which also dealt only with routine. 
Indeed, the exact date comes from a letter from Commissary 
Wilkinson to the Reverend James Williamson of Shrewsbury 
Parish. This letter is copied into the Shrewsbury Parish vestry 
book, but only because Wilkinson sets forth certain charges he 
had heard against Williamson, charges which Shrewsbury’s vestry 
wished to deny with vehemence or even with indignation. 


Dear Br. 


I Desire yor. Company at the Consecration of Wye Church 
on St. Luke’s day the 18th of the next month & Intend to 
have the Visitation the Day following at the same place & 
Expect one of yor Church Wardens there Be pleased to bring 
yor Gowne wth you and lodge at my house the night before. 


I am Sr. your Humble Servtt. 
Chris: Wilkinson 
. . . Commissary of the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
Wilkinson speaks of the opening as a consecration, and yet, 
churchman though he was, he must have used the word inaccu- 


rately. If it was a consecration, could the vestry records of St. 
Paul’s have failed to speak of it, completely failed? More than 
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that, the parish was not, in October, 1721, out of debt, and part of 
the debt was due to the building of Old Wye. 

The Reverend Christopher Wilkinson was presented with the 
living of St. Paul’s on January 30, 1713/4, and there he remained 
until he died, April 11, 1729. He had more bickerings with the 
vestry than any other rector did, but it should be kept in mind that 
his vestry which had not called him, could not dismiss him, and 
both sides were aware of it. When the vestry asked him, March 
20, 1722/3, for a catalogue of the books in the church library, he 
refused to give them one, and declared he would never again act 
as vestryman. Never is a long time, and Wilkinson did so serve 
often. On May 2, 1727, only three vestrymen appeared, all of 
them named Wright. ‘“ Ordered, by the said vestrymen, that the 
clerk go immediately and give the Reverend Mr. Christopher 
Wilkinson notice of their being at the church, and had not a full 
vestry, and withal that there were such and such persons awaiting 
for their pay from the vestry, and other vestry business which was 
to be done, and accordingly the clerk went, and returning with the 
said Wilkinsons answer that he would not attend any longer as a 
vestryman for he had told them so before.’ June 10, 1728, Wil- 
kinson receipted for the church library: “Received into my 
custody at my first coming into St. Paul’s Parish from the vestry, 
and from severall others persons, the above catalogue of books, 
which is the fourth receipt given by me at the importunity of St. 
Paul’s for their neglect of returning the above catalogue to the 
government of this province. I say received by me. 


Chris’r Wilkinson.” 


Wye Church was opened for worship in October, 1721, but the 
vestry kept on making improvements in its fabric. Within less 
than six months William Clayton had 7000 pounds of tobacco for 
providing a planked floor for it, and getting window shutters 
made. July 9, 1723, the vestry authorized William Elbert, who 
built the church, “to agree with and Employ any fitt person to 
Prime and Tarr St. Lukes Chappell at Wye,” and two years later 
it had to be tarred again. 

In September, 1723, the vestry set forth the seating plan of Old 
Wye and had it entered in the vestry book under May 4, 1725. No 
one knows the reason for the delay. On the north side the pews, be- 
ginning at the back, were: no. 1, Jno. Emory and Tristram Thomas; 
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no. 2, Robert Noble; no. 3, William Elbert; no. 4, Charles Stevens; 
5, William Clayton; 6, the pulpit; 7, Thomas Emerson; 8, Tristram 
Thomas, Senr.; 9, Charles Neale; 10, William Finney; 11, James 
Knowls. On the south side the pew numbers began at the chancel. 
No. 12 was held by Roger Clayland and John Pursley; 13, Henry 
Costin and Richard Costin; 14, Arthur Emory; 15, William Cockin 
and William Brown; 16, Thomas Yewell; 17, William Cole; 18, 
William Clayton, Senr.; 19, Jno. Blackwell and Jas. Saunders; 
20, Jno. Morgan and James Morgan; 21, John Miller and John 
Welch; 22, Thomas Murphy and Wm. Durden. The pews in the 
centre began at the back. Twenty-three was Wm. Clayton’s pew 
for strangers; 24, Jno. Fitzpatrick; 25, William Camell; 26, Wil- 
liam Hemsley and James Earl; 27, William Turbutt; 28, Edwd 
Thomas; 29, Edwd Harris; 30, Joseph Earl; 31, Jas. Emerson and 
John Downs. In 1732 the vestry “agreed that Colo Richard 
Tilghman have the place Allotted for a pew in the North Side of 
St. Lukes Chapel next the Chancell and Mr. William Hemsley 
and Thomas Wilkinson have the other place Opposite to it if 
they build pews on them by the Last of October next,” October 
1733, that.4s. 

In the summer of 1725 the vestry told Church Warden William 
Elbert to get somebody to pale in Wye Chapel yard, and he made a 
bargain with David Davis to build the needed fence. Davis was 
to build 580 feet of fence four feet four inches high. The palings 
were heart poplar, the posts cedar or locust. Two gates were like 
the paling. The fence was tarred and painted. For this, and for 
some other maintenance work on Wye, Davis was to be paid 5500 
pounds of tobacco, and to finish the work by March, 1726. Almost 
a year after the stipulated finishing date the vestry voted to return 
the bond Davis had given “ for the Vestry men hath Viewed his 
work and owns that he has Complied with what Work he was 
to do to St. Lukes Chapell and Church Yard.” Davis's work was 
good: it lasted twenty years. 

The windows of Wye Chapel also were cared for. Patrick 
Creagh did that work in the spring of 1726. The glazing of the 
east window, the one in the chancel, cost £1: 17:6 for glass and 
workmanship. Altogether, what Creagh did came to £6: 5: 5. 

The janitor’s work at Wye figures in the vestry records early and 
often. January 30, 1721/2, when the church was only a few 


months old, John Fitzpatrick was voted 1000 pounds of tobacco 


[12] 


janovete zatisdO bon paodlil eile & on sido ta 
merivinT 2 nos encnod'l .6 stig lag ion "yg noignl> ms | 
aormel, JS psn mpilliwy 01 tee dD #3 2 19@ eecnodT 
daaneds eth 19 seed nadawa we ol S : disor oli oO . 
yaold ef yale adel bap bralysl vohoHl yd b af eB 
gidvo) mailliW 21: oma aadiA By - bral bn 
BT :910)- pail At lbwst ence t ;qwouth tagil! 
-argbauine 28}, bas Howland orl QE santo nots 
ndol bas wiiMeartol IS -nsgioll conan bor asgrets onl Of 








out ni gveq od osha anv bas YiigqauM escno ss: -tiylo W 
Word 2 ‘node WW. een seuii-ioow Tl absed sds 18 aged S139 
iW OS Homa) menhiW/ 25 Anite Onl t83 mite 108 


byebd (8S sudaT mslVy NS shat ema Las afenroH coeil 
bis noarsccl eal (4 -Iaail deyscol 08 ems bebe, 2S izamenlT 
bind ofo) rat bas figs’ wiv, SENT ot ewe alot 
Io sbi2 tinevi at ai woq 8 10) bevtellA soslq ont svad asouighT a 
yaleagalt mst ald bes Hooned sit dxom feet ‘elu i 
ti ti 0} srigoggO dalq xorlio sit ovad poeniAl Ww esmo . 

redeisQ, “sxga s9doisO do ‘uy act a al ag i“ ( * 
msl nsbys VA doa), bles how cit, m3 
sabangd meron apr W vi Fe) a 

















~ 


an as oft “git eeoni ines joni wish ti lon 
sail saew 2oing owl deol to ibe ye poe ual 
101 bag, gil) 20%" sbatiniaqr bas bors a 
ONeeibieg oc! 07 i eed ow, no 2 one: 


 Yoited “Sok orks “stot oaks: 
odtJo gnisslg aft sy i 
bas 2s val 101 Cay i fz er | 


“on Account of his Wife Sweeping and Cleaning of Wye 
Church,” and John or Abia his wife got 500 or 600 pounds every 
year till 1742. April 7, 1730, Fitzpatrick got much more, for he 
had had the church key mended, and had cleaned the spring and 
made a path to it. Abia was sometimes Obia or Obya: once she 
was Obijah. After the Fitzpatricks, John Cheshire took over until 
1755, and was succeeded by Solomon Yewell and he by John 
Cedars. At that time the place was an honorable one, for Solomon 
Yewell was one of the church wardens. After the Revolution, 
Negro Jacob or Negro Stephen was sexton, at a yearly salary of 
$8.00. Negro Jacob not only cleaned the church, he was present 
at services and held the door open as the people came and went. 

The church silver got due attention. Major John Hawkins, of 
Talbot, who died in 1717, gave in his lifetime not only an altar 
table and a cloth and a pulpit cloth and cushion but “ Likewise a 
Silver Chalice and at his death did further give a Silver flagon.” 
The Major's silver is still in use in St. Paul’s Church, Centreville. 
In those days the silver was in the custody of one of the church 
wardens, and the transfer to a new church warden was ordinarily 
recorded in the vestry book. August 9, 1726, the rector was ordered 
to send to England for a large church Bible, a flagon, a chalice and 
two plates for all of which he would be paid when the things 
came. This silver could not be for St. Paul’s Church, and it is not 
likely to have been got for Wye. The silver Wye has now bears 
the name of the donor, William Hemsley. 

The acid but able Reverend Mr. Christopher Wilkinson died 
April 11, 1729, and within a week, the Reverend James Cox had 
the cure of souls in that parish by induction of Gov. Benedict 
Leonard Calvert. Cox had been for five years at St. Margaret's 
Westminster, near Annapolis, and had expressed a wish to come 
to St. Paul’s. Here he remained till his death in 1753. 

A vestry meeting of April 17, 1729, shows how Annapolis was 
growing. Before this, when St. Paul’s wanted a Bible or something 
of the sort, they sent to London for it. Now, “ the said Vestrymen 
Ordered that the following Books be sent for to Mr. [William] 
Parks at Annapolis and the price hereafter mentioned to be paid 
for them Viz. One table of Marriages printed on parchment lbs 30 
tobo. Two Record Books with ten quire of paper Each and one 
Compleat Body of Law to this time all well bound and tituled 
on the back with Gold Leaf for St. Pauls parish in Queen Anns 
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County Maryland for 750 [pounds of tobacco}.” Parks was the 
official printer for the Province. The “ Compleat Body of Law to 
this time . . . well bound” was probably Park’s compilation 
published in 1727 and, according to Dr. Lawrence Wroth, the 
most ambitious production of the Maryland press until the appear- 
ance of the unrivalled Bacon’s Laws in 1766. St. Paul’s got it for 
much less than 750 pounds of tobacco: it could be devoutly 
wished the parish had it still. 

In the spring of 1729 St. Paul’s was divided by the actual 
splitting off of St. Luke’s Parish, Church Hill, which had been 
authorized by the Assembly a few months before. The two vestries 
met and agreed to have the line run off by the Queen Anne’s 
County surveyor and duly marked after the survey. St. Paul’s 
consulted a lawyer about the ownership of pews in St. Paul’s once 
held by persons now members of St. Luke’s, and, June 5, 1733, 
placed other freeholders in those pews. 

According to the original specifications, the floor of ‘‘ St. Luke’s 
Chapel att Wye” was “ within three foot nine inches of the bottom 
of the side windows . . . layd flush with plank.” By April 22, 
1730, Wye Chapel floor was in need of replacement and the vestry 
“agreed with Mr. William Cole [one of the church wardens] 
for bricks to lay the floor of St. Lukes Chapell at the Rate of 20 
P Thousand or two hundred and forty pounds of Toba the bricks 
to be Choice well burnt bricks.’ Tobacco was worth 12 pounds a 
shilling. Six months later, Cole was given orders for “ Eight 
hundred and Eighty pounds of Tobacco which was due him for 
3955 Bricks and Eight Bushells of Lime for the floor of St. Lukes 
Chapel.” Evan Evans got 600 Ibs. of tobacco for laying the floor. 

Repairs and improvements to Old Wye were always on the 
vestry’s mind. Forms and steps for the pews were made in 1731 
by William Nevett who had 276 pounds of tobacco for his work. 
William Elbert—he who had built Old Wye in the first place— 
got the iron bolts and hooks and staples for the windows: he was 
paid 376 pounds of tobacco. In 1732 the windows had to be 
glazed and the cost was more than 1500 pounds of tobacco. 

The vestry had ordered from William Parks two good record 
books back in 1729, but it was not until 1735 that they began to 
use them. They agreed, November 4, 1735, “ that Thomas Wil- 
kinson Register . . . Transcribe all the Vestrys proceedings that 
is Contained in the old books belonging to said Parish into the 


[14 } 






add zaw whe "{osdadot to scat 
oj wel Io vboel: ro cau aS - 
adiisliqino 2'diaT yi 2avt. “bi low , .-. omit’ e 
oils pian onawel 5 a gitibropak jpn core ry bordzilcug ' 
“asoags god Ian ezaiq bast gah ott 40 nowaubo angitidens: feom ia 
207 41 toy edad 42 .OOTL aiewsl # ‘noded ballewin oil 40 sore | 
yivorsh ad blyoo a cogaedot Yo ebe yor Ory Pees! dum 
Lie chase 5g adit badeiw 
lasitsa od} ye babiiib eow elveT se @SVI Yo pes oft inl 
asad bed thidw INH dosvdD  deined eoded 12 904 
eoinseav owt spt sols ein orn 708 8 "penne oelt ye 
























e004 fh ai exob orto: FT toch 
e’stut 32 "io 200f oft antoits sNioage Laniyie of ¢ of gintbrc 
cmoiiod’sit Io esilant snisiacy soul} niddiw” eew “oY te! 
Sf lingA yh “alnalq dhiw deud’ byst .. . ewobm Ws ahie 
eieay oilt has fmsntiessigo: jo Loon al enw "4008 inqgustlo oy’ 
fénobraw conus ocd Yo.sn0} of0D sastlliW aM 4 
OS to ste oft te Le qed esa 12401008 oct yeh Or a 
adisd od sdoT Yo eboucg fot bas beabaud ows woh 382 
s 2havod °f dow eaw ootadoT * oAaiad joud Upwesstor 
idgit” x03, erabro sovig env. sloD asst edinom see 
rol said sub ante doulw oxsedoT 30 ebnveq git baw 
coditd a8 40 100! ods 16% out Jo elfotautl aeigid baw. 
adel: gilt gagyst 10% ovordoi. do 2d] 000 tog eruvt t eval 
od} no eyavle eo" 2797 LIO. off etnoitisvon oy peg 
Levi ni sham Snow 299q atl aokeq 193 eats een i 
alow 2itt 101, oszadot lo ebaveqat ibaa of 
—s3ilg dont rie yee “afiud a ' 









pe we oie 

one at coil tips p? ie 

tee ee 
fat ee oY ty [ a aan 7 


ms rT We Ay ae - my - 
r aL. ca) ia tela > , 


fos ve 


new Vestry book which was bought of Mr. [ William} Parks 
printer at Annapolis for which the said Vestry Agreed that he 
shall be paid Reasonably for the same.” 

The floor brick cost 880 pounds of tobacco. This was almost 
exactly what was paid for a Bible and Common Prayer book 
ordered in 1730. Mr. Joseph Earle got an order for 850 pounds 
of tobacco and it was explained that this was “ for a Church 
Bible and Common Prayer Book he sent [for} for St. Lukes 
Chapell.”” These too are gone. 

Almost from the beginning of St. Paul’s record, gifts and 
devises had been made to the church. Part of the money for the 
original rebuilding of Wye was the £100 sterling bequest from 
Major Turloe. In 1724 Carpenter Lillingstone, son of the Rev. 
Mr. John Lillingstone, in his will, left money for two silver 
salvers at £3 each. Ten years later the vestry demanded the legacy 
of Thomas Hammond, his executor. Five years later still, the 
“Vestry ordered Thos. Hammond to show why he has not pro- 
vided & delivered 2 silver salvers to the St. Pauls vestry as Car- 
penter Lillingstone had bequeathed them.” Hammond replied 
that he was willing to pay the vestry the gold value of the salvers, _ 
but the things themselves he could not get. In 1747 the vestry 
required of Hammond the two salvers by September 1. There the 
record of the twenty year old bequest stops: it does not appear 
whether St. Paul’s ever got them. 

The paling fence that David Davis built around Wye Church 
yard in 1725-1726 was beginning to fail by 1741, but it was four 
years later before the new one was put up in its place. August 
1741, the vestry ordered the clerk to give notice that they were 
ready to deal with some workman to pale in the yard, January 
1742/3, the vestry again gave notice that they would meet with 
anyone willing to undertake paling in the yards of St. Paul's 
Church & St. Luke’s Chapel. Very shortly as events moved then, 
St. Paul’s yard was fenced in, and the old palings were sold for 
£1/13/ current money, but it was two or three years before the 
Wye fence was put up. November 6, 1744, the vestry decided to 
meet and treat with someone to “ glaze the windows, Make 
window Shutters and Pale in the Yard of St. Lukes Chapple in 
St. Paul’s Parish,” and within six months the vestry and the church 
wardens “ Agreed with John Cole to pale the Yard of Saint Lukes 
Chapple as follows; the Said John Cole . . . to Erect five hundred 


[15] 





adret fonnilliW } ahi ‘dil au oid slow 
od tnd bosigA pteoVe bine ody 1 ) r 302 ei OC eate 
__ anise 97 204 videnoens 
veornts enw eidT eandio} to oe 
Hwod roy aor. bas: oldid a 
ebnwog O€8 207 tebio a6 109, shell dese 





























daw) 9 16)” enw ated Ind) boat : omacdos to 
eedant 4@ 103 foi} tase of took 2) bog oldid 
hae eRig. bios, 2‘lied 32 Jo ier ot mond szoral A, 


off 10h y3norn oi Fo tin duds ody, t sham 98h bid eazivob 
m3) wovosd gathete 008% ofl 2ow sy to ab Hitscks i 
VoA ods Yo noe odotenai iI itn PA hevi al QohoT 208M 
1ovlie owt 10% yonora fel fliw. 2itk ni, ootegailn. 

yoagsl ons babngmob ynesy arly rohal Z1B9T- re 


ould Hus astel aray ov sole ed {nana ques lo 
“org son antl slyly worl ot boomin odT bitabyo yxiesV ” 
“WJ. a& yrigsy efuad 42 add ot er9vine aoviz = bea b & bebiv 


boilers’ boosh “nat boilissnped! bert, suosegnall 
@agvise otf jo Sulay blog Sit yaazoy self hq 03 ys ee 


ywiebv od! TEVE al 323 40n lor otf aeubom odt dud 

Shi notl J redeniat92 yd erovlee Gwi adit baocnettal 

mage ton eob di teqode tesuped blo. 182) pny ut 3 Ae braver - 
mart tog i579 lush 2 reritodw 


aoiudD> he. brigors, wid ¢iveG hive deel) ap: t 
10} 280 fi 4d , PAL yd-lisd of anicniged gow OSE = f ni bisy 
teargar\ sost. edi oh qa uty ow ane Won sdt at0%od 
ota. Yad! tad? sation avig of aro}. oily, oe oe tee ton 
gaeunsl bisy ort nt ofeg. od apmelioursanoe pe 
d3iw toon bluow wacdd: rads so1on yo abe 
Stel 42 Yo ebiniy! och fl te 
pcs bevom ae 2 et 


“a 







i agit % “a4: i 
es vay Rass . 


sciy jbo 4 jot » ie |S 


- ah Me ss 
paves: #cy. 
1s 
WKS 





i” ve. 


& Eighty foot of paleing in the place where the old Pales Stands 
the Pales to be Chestnutt of four foot Six Inches Long three 
Quarters of an Inch in thickness and not to Exceed four Inches in 
breath, Cant Rails of Yellow poplar, Sawed & Clear of Sapp, not 
to Exceed ten foot in Length, with Good Cedar or Locust posts of 
a Midling Size the Cant Railes to be Mortised into the Posts, one 
Pr. of folding Gates at the Place Opposite to the Church Door and 
one Single gate at the South Side where the other Stood the Gates 
to be hung with good Iron hinges with forelocks, to be Com- 
pleated by the twenty fifth day of December [1745] next workman 
Like, for which work . . . [they} are to pay him Six thousand 
Pounds of Tobacco for... which . . . Cole hath Given a bond” 
for 12,000 pounds of tobacco. Cole’s bond was returned to him, 
after the vestry had viewed and accepted his work, on March 4, 
1745/6. The old heart-poplar palings were sold for £1/10/0. 

In June 1745 the windows and shutters of Wye Chapel needed 
repair, and John Rawson, the glazier, was ordered to do the 
work. He agreed to “ Repair .. . all the windows of sd. Chappell 
as followeth Vizt. To take down the wind[ow] Glass of Said 
windows to new Lead and Soder all that is wanting and new 
Putty all ye sd. windows, to take out all the Crackt Squares & 
putt in new ones, to find Every thing that is Necessary for Com- 
pleating the same work, and put the same up in the Wind[ow] 
frames workmanlike, by the first tuesday of August next, for 
which ye said Vestry doth agree to pay him one Thousand Pounds 
of Tobacco for the Said work.” At the same time, John Cole, who 
was fixing the fence, made “new window Shutters for two 
windows on Each Side of the Church next ye Communion Table ” 
and found “ good Iron hinges and wooden bolts to fasten the 
same ”’ for 600 pounds of tobacco. 

Nor was the fabric of Old Wye the only part for which the 
vestry spent money. March 5, 1750/1, they bade William Elbert, 
builder of the chapel and later vestryman, get a church Bible at 
a cost of £8/10/0 and deliver it to the rector, Reverend Mr. James 
Cox; and in a year the new Bible had come. 

When St. Paul’s Parish was first set up, it included not only 
Old Chester Church and Wye Chapel but the Up River Chapel 
and Tuckahoe Chapel as well. The Up River Chapel had been 
erected in 1728 into St. Luke’s Church Hill. Now, in 1748, 
another part of the parish was divided off as St. John’s Parish, and 
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Tuckahoe Chapel became its parish church. Not until 1752 did 
St. John’s elect a vestry, and meet with the vestry of St. Paul’s 
to survey the boundary line between them. 

“The Rev. Mr. James Cox, who had been rector since 1729, died 
in December, 1753, and May 13, 1754, the Reverend Alexander — 
Malcolm presented an induction from the Governor. He had in 
fact been accepted as rector on April 16, of that year, and the delay 
in his producing proof of his right, was only the first difference 
he had with the vestry. Before he came to St. Paul's, he had been 
at St. Anne’s, Annapolis, for five years or so. He was an able man, 
perhaps even a brilliant one, but what is known of him suggests 
that he was not a truly religious one, a rector by induction only, 
not by conviction. The Maryland Gazette of June 30, 1763, speak- 
ing of him, calls him ‘‘a Gentleman who has obliged the World 
with several learned performances in the Mathematics, Music, 
and Grammar.” Of that description there is proof: Alexander 
Malcolm was.one of the Maryland commissioners of 1760 who 
negotiated with those from Pennsylvania the actual surveying of 
the Mason and Dixon line. 

Alexander Malcolm, mathematician and clergyman, was also a 
schoolmaster. On Februaty 1, 1755, he became master of the 
thirty-year old Queen Anne’s County Free School, on the Tilgh- 
man’s Neck Road, and almost at once he was in hot water with the 
school’s visitors. They were unanimously of the opinion that 
“ Mr. Quinton Malcolm who by their permission was allowed to 
teach the scholars of this school in the absence of the Revd. 
Alexander Malcolm master, has for some time past without 
license taught dancing two days in a week in this school house 
which the visitors apprehend must necessarily tend to the hinder- 
ance of teaching reading, writing, etc., for which end the Revd. 
Malcolm, master, be acquainted that he no longer permit the said 
Mr. Quinton Malcolm to teach dancing in the said school house 

. and that if he does, they shall . . . suspend him, the said 
master, from teaching any longer in said school; and further that 
if the number of scholars . . . be not considerably increased by the 
end of the present year they shall look upon the continuing his 
present salary any longer as misspending the publick money.” 
The number of scholars did not considerably increase: on May 25, 
1758, there was not “for some time past, above one scholar be- 
longing to the school nor is there any probability there will be any 
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more while he remains master,” so the visitors removed the Rev. 
Mr. Malcolm. But that was easier said than done. Alexander 
Malcolm refused to go, or to surrender the school, or to turn over 
the books. May 5, 1759, the visitors, many of whom were also 
vestrymen of St. Paul’s, “ put the books and goods of Mr. Mal- 
colm out of the school house . . . nailed up said [school house] 
door and adjourned.” 

The vestry house of St. Luke’s Chapel was built in 1761-1762. 
September 1, 1761, William Dames, Matthew Dockery, ‘Thomas 
Wright and William Hemsley or any three or two of them were 
empowered to agree for building it. It was to be “ whole Framed 
twenty by eighteen feet, eight feet pitch, with a good Brick 
Chimney & two Sash Windows &c.” A gallery for the chapel was 
also talked of but nothing came of it at this time. The builder of 
the vestry house was Nehemiah Noble: December 14, 1762, Noble 
got orders for £62 current money, “the sum for building & 
compleating the Vestry House.” 

The vexatious Mr. Malcolm’s last appearance at a vestry was 
April 4, 1763. He troubled St. Paul’s even after he died. 
February 27, 1764, the Vestry ordered his death to be recorded to 
show how much tobacco was due his estate. “The Reverend 
Alexander Malcolm departed this Life the fifteenth Day of June 
one thousand seven hundred & sixty three.” The forty per poll he 
had been receiving stopped the day he died. 

The successor to Mr. Malcolm was the Rev. Samuel Keene, who 
on July 10, 1763, presented a license from Governor Horatio 
Sharpe to serve as curate. Because he was but a curate, he did not 
attend vestry meetings, and he seems to have made little impres- 
sion on the parish of his day. He remained only until sometime 
early in 1767. 

By 1765, the condition of Old Chester Church was getting so 
ruinous that it was thought not worth repairing. At the same time, 
Wye Chapel was “so small and incommodious that near one half 
of the Inhabitants in this Part of the said Parish are without 
Seats . . . to attend Divine Worship therein.” Accordingly, the 
vestry decided to unite the two causes in one petition to the As- 
sembly. For Chester Church they asked and got 80,000 pounds of 
tobacco ‘* for the Building and Compleating a new Parish Church 
at the Place where the present Parish Church stands.” For the 
chapel called Wye Chapel they asked, also successfully, for 30,000 


[18 } 


vest oct bevonrsy aD on Eng AMDT : | 
“WAABOTA snob medinbise sien auwe teed tf salge 
nu IN of 20 ,loodse adh asbeortia Of 30 09 midsection ¢ 


oels sx907 Ac odie gel), .2 
eld aM ane 23 nt 
stapitetigy "1 Brits) vali 






























boranr’l pic.” ad od cee I ti ‘gibi 
Pon boog « dtive’” sao to9i os 4991 
aw iaqntla it aad yaailpp at ‘ove. ewobni" ae Svat 2 
to whitid SAT “Smid zi tit as to SGD Bear How : (Jobo 
aldol SoTL PL vedetsy0C! paldoy en orto} §2 BOs 
2 gitiblived nod mie adi” S00 | 108 
S200 pees id ani, 
nhw. yritsy 5 Is soapiRogdn Jeol ce alt anor 
‘boib od setts nove, e‘land 7@ balduaw SH. .6008. 
03 babroxa: 3d ot diash zirl borabto qua out als a 
baessveH sft" isistes airh Sub, gaw'c mv 
snl to yA dinsasiit ory oil, ately Dod 
sti log 139q yJ7161 oT “sont yivie % Boab 
both ott) we ody . 


oisioEt romevoUO éecak seqanil Sree 
ton bib al ote 2 tid 2ow oll o2upo5tl 

szmgnai ohsil sham, oved ot ee 
smnitomoe nu ino beniacaay ok 





ay ny hacia a bone 
dle. Kn’ sniy. de ke Mi Lal 
M ot den Bigg Sear sseeet io , +i 





pounds of tobacco “ to be applyed towards building an Addition 
and Galleries.” This same session of Assembly, at the request of 
the Queen Anne’s County parishes, redefined the parish boundaries 
and made the parishes more nearly the same in size and in 
resources. 

The grant by the Assembly, made December 16, 1765, was to be 
applied “ towards Building an Addition & Galleries to the said 
Chapel in such Manner as to them [the vestry of St. Paul’s} shall 
seem most necessary and convenient and to no other Use or 
Purpose whatsoever.” That addition and galleries the vestry con- 
sidered long and slowly. Tuesday, January 20, 1767, they were 
“of Opinion that an intire new Roof will be wanting, and that 
the most commodious Manner of building an Addition and puting 
Galleries to the said Chappel is, to take down the South side 
Wall, and add sixteen Feet in the clear in the Width, and make 
an intire new Roof; and to make two Galleries in the West End; 
The Chancel to be made Circular and placed in the Center: the 
Door to be continued in the West End, and placed in the middle 
of it.” They conferred with Nehemiah Noble who had built the 
vestry house and “ Agreed to give the said Noble the sum of 
five hundred and twenty five pounds current money.” February 
12, 1767 they decided that “ not having a sufficient Fund to go 
on with the Addition and Galleries to St. Luke Chappel accord- 
ing to the proposed Agreement heretofore made with Mr. 
Nehemiah Noble, . . . [it was] most advisable to postpone the 
matter for further Consideration.” The matter was postponed not 
only for further consideration but forever; those plans never were 
followed out. Some repairs were made, but the south wall was 
never pushed back sixteen feet. The windows, the pulpit and the 
reading desk were repaired, and the roof was re-shingled with 
cypress. 

At a vestry held Monday, April 4, 1768, the vestrymen present, 
the Rev. Hugh Neill, Mr. John Downes, Mr. Thomas Clayland 
and Mr. William Hemsley “ Order that Linen be immediately 
purchased of Messrs Hemsley & Tilghman to make a new surplice 
for Wye Chappel, and that Miss Betsy Malcolm be applyed to, 
to make it.” Miss Betsy complied; September 7, 1768, an order for 
£1.0.0 was drawn to “ Mrs. Elizabeth Malcolm for making surplice 
Paktet.° 

The gift of church silver for St. Paul’s is duly recorded, but 
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there 1s no such record of the gift to Wye Chapel. That Old Wye 
had its own silver is known: the chalice and the flagon are still in 
its possession. The church warden was custodian of church plate, 
and sometimes the incoming warden gave a formal receipt for it. 
“ Reced this 18th of April 1769 From Mr. Henry Downes, a Cann, 
a Chalice & Lid being the Church Plate belonging to Wye Chapel, 
the Handle of which is unsoldert’d, and a large Damask Table 
Cloth.” The new warden, Tristram Thomas, refused to take 
responsibility for the broken handle on the flagon. 

By 1765, the rebuilding of Old Chester Church was authorized, 
and the new building absorbed most of the energy and the money 
of the parish for the next thirty years. Plans were decided on, 
plank was bought and then sold again when the work was so 
retarded that it could not be used. Bricks were burned, and half 
of them sold because “‘ many of the Bricks . . . will be much 
damaged and liable to great Loss by lying.’’ The Revolution came, 
and plans that were reasonable for an established church became 
impossible for one supported by voluntary contributions only. 

The Rev. Samuel Keene who succeeded the doughty Alexander 
Malcolm in St. Paul’s Parish, since he was a curate only, held the 
post during pleasure. He was replaced, January 12, 1767, by the 
Rev. Hugh Neill. Neill had been a Presbyterian minister in New 
Jetsey, and, after his ordination in the Church of England, he had 
served for a year or so as curate at St. Luke’s, Church Hill. He 
was a conscientious man, much interested in the rector’s duties; 
but there was doubt about his orthodoxy. Soon after his induction, 
he declared his unfeigned assent to everything in the Book of 
Common Prayer, and a memorandum, signed by nine parishioners, 
in the vestry records sets forth that he “ did read Common Prayers 
in the Parish Church of St. Paul’s . . . and the thirty nine articles 
of the Church of England.” Did the vestry distrust the former 
Presbyterian clergyman? 

With the coming of the Revolution, the entire position of the 
established church changed, swiftly. The convention that began to 
meet June 22, 1774, and took over the government of the Province 
was extra-legal, but it worked. In time it developed into the 
government of the State of Maryland. The convention in 1776 
adopted not only the constitution but also the bill of rights. Of 
this, one article says that ‘no person ought by any law... to 
be compelled . . . to maintain any particular place of worship, 
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Or any particular ministry ... but the churches .. . and all other 
property now belonging to the Church of England ought to 
remain to the Church of England for ever. And all acts of assem- 
bly lately passed for collecting monies for building or repairing 
particular churches or chapels of ease, shall continue in force and 
be executed, unless the legislature shall . . . repeal the same, but 
no county court shall assess any quantity of tobacco or sum of 
money hereafter ... and every incumbent . . . who hath remained 
in his parish and performed his duty shall be entitled to receive 
. .. the support established . . . till the November court of this 
present year.” 

In October, 1777, the General Assembly enacted an ‘‘ Act for 
the better security of government.” It embraced many subjects 
and especially it provided that non-jurors, males over eighteen 
years who would not take and sign an oath of allegiance to the 
State, should “ for and during... {his} life, in all public and 
county assessments, pay a tax treble the tax which . . . shall be 
imposed upon... real or personal property within this state.” 
Non-jurors could not sue for debts or damages, practice the trade 
of merchandizing, practice law or medicine, teach school or the 
gospel, hold any office of profit or trust, or vote. Two years later 
the punitive treble tax provision was suspended, and in 1782 it 
was repealed for good. 

The Reverend Hugh Neill was a non-juror. When he could not 
take the oath, he went across the line to Delaware, since the 
Delaware law was less strict. He was a convinced believer in 
the episcopal form of church government: he disbelieved, vigor- 
ously, in the idea of a spiritual court composed of the governor, 
three laymen and three clergymen for the disciplining of ill- 
behaving clergy. He said it would be “establishing presbyterian- 
ism in this Colony upon the neck of the Church.” While he was 
in Delaware he met the Methodist Francis Asbury, and made a 
good impression on him. 

Neill was inducted in 1767, but it is not certain just when he 
went into Delaware. The vestry records of St. Paul’s are blank 
from September 5, 1775, to June 11, 1779. The last meeting 
before the break was a good average vestry meeting. Present were 
Thomas Wright and Wm. Tilghman, vestrymen, and Arthur 
Emory, Church warden. Mr. Thos. Lane Emory was duly qualified 
as vestryman before Mr. Wright. Then they went on to the 
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choosing of tobacco inspectors. Mr. Arthur Emory rendered an 
account for communion wine for £1.11.0 and had an order on 
Sheriff Philemon Downes for the same. 


» Much happened between 1775 and 1779. Much had happened 
in St. Paul’s and Old Wye by the time the vestry records begin 
again but what it was, is hard to find out. Thomas Wright, who 
was one of the last pre-Revolutionary vestrymen, was head of the 
Queen Anne’s County militia for part of the war. William 
Hemsley who gave the chalice and the flagon that Old Wye still 
cherishes, succeeded Wright at the head of the militia, and was 
later a member of the Governor's Council. Some St. Paul’s people 
were Loyalists, some of the Tilghmans, for instance. On the 
whole there were more Loyalists on the Eastern Shore than in any 
other part of the state. 


On Monday, June 7, 1779, in accordance with the Select Vestry 
Act, the inhabitants of St. Paul’s Parish met and chose a vestry 
and church wardens. William Hemsley, Richard Earle, John 
Gibson, Thomas Wright, James Earle, Richard Carmichael and 
Arthur Emory, Jr. were the vestry, John Hammond and Levin 
Downes the church wardens. Except Richard Carmichael, all had 
served before on vestries, 


The first meeting of this first non-established vestry was held 
June 11, 1779. Each man qualified before a justice of the peace, 
who was one of their own parishioners. Having chosen a register, 
they took up the question ‘‘ whether the Reverend Hugh Neill, 
late Rector of the Parish, being now a Non-Juror, should be 
employed as a Reader which was resolv’'d in the negative.” 
Orders by the Vestry were drawn on the “ Revd. Mr. Hugh Neill 
for the surplice, Plate and other Ornaments belonging to Chester 
Church & Wye Chapel, to be deliver’d by him to” the church 
wardens. No reference whatever was made to the library by which 
older vestries used to set such store. Indeed, the library had not 
been mentioned since September, 1770: at that time it was in Mr. 
Neill’s custoday. A year later, June 5, 1780, some of the vestry 
still wanted to bring back the Rev. Mr. Hugh Neill as minister, if 
not as rector. A vote taken showed an even division, so it was 
“answer'd in the Negative.”” A month later, July 1, another vote 
was taken in the vestry with all seven members present. The 
same three voted against bringing him back, but the presence of 
Charles Price voting in the affirmative led to his recall. Neill 
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agreed " to continue to Officiate in this Parish two Sundays in three 
for a year from 20th August last [1779]. The Vestry took the 
same under consideration, and agree to continue him as Minister 
of said Parish for the time aforesaid, on condition of his perform- 
ing the Duties of his function for the time aforesaid. And also 
agreed to put out subscriptions for his support.” Could Neill 
have been in fact serving in the parish since August 20, 1779, 
though the vestry had at least once voted that he should not do so? 

The bill of rights which took away the forty per poll and the 
thirty per poll, did a little more than leave the Church of England 
in possession of the property it had held. It gave the legislature 
discretionary power to “lay a general and equal tax for the 
support of the christian religion, leaving to each individual the 
power of appointing ” his part of the tax to the support of some 
particular church or minister or to the poor. The St. Paul’s vestry, 
if it no longer had to appoint tobacco inspectors or admonish 
its parishioners of their incontinent living, was obliged to spend 
more time on raising money for parish work. At almost the first 
meeting of the new vestry, they “ put on foot and encouragef d] 
this subscription,” the money to be used for the benefit of the 
church. Arthur Emory, Jr. was treasurer, but he was “not to be 
answerable if any Accident should happen to this Money.” Two 
years later the vestry “set up advertisements requesting the In- 
habitants who subscribed to the maintenance of the Revd. Mr. 
Hugh Neill the last year . .. to pay in their several subscriptions 

. . as speedily as possible Agreeable to the terms of their 
subscriptions and that the Grain intended for payment may be 
delivered either at Mr. William Carradines Granary on Corsica, 
-at Colo. Emory’s Granary, or at Queens Town to Mr. John 
McAllister or at the Revd. Mr. Neills.” Grain had replaced 
tobacco. That was in April, 1781; in January, 1782, they were 
still trying to get those “that had subscribed to Neill’s. support 
to make payment as soon as possible.’ After his death, which 
took place early in 1782, they resolved to put the unpaid remainder 
into the hands of William Wright for collection. The next sub- 
scription paper was still stiffer and more definite. Pledges were 
to be paid semi-annually and, instead of being for one year only, 
were to go on indefinitely until notice of withdrawal, or “ until 
the Legislature of this state do make a more proper regulation for 
the support of the Clergy of the Church of England.” 
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If the vestry seems now to have been too hopeful about the 
prospects of help from the legislature, there is reason for their 
optimism. The 1776 bill of rights specifically gave the General 
Assembly the power “to lay a general and equal tax for the 
support of the christian religion,” and the vestry of St. Paul’s had 
been working on the lawmakers to have them lay such a tax. Mr. 
James Earle was appointed to meet gentlemen from other Eastern 
Shore parishes at Chestertown ‘“‘to consult with them on a 
pet[itio]n to be prefer’d to the next General Assembly.” Earle 
reported back that the gentlemen from the other vestries approved 
the idea and that they asked St. Paul’s to see that Christ Church, 
Kent Island, was urged to join. A second meeting was set for a 
week later, to draft the bill to be laid before the Assembly. It 
was general practice, in offering a petition, to have a bill embody- 
ing its substance ready to present if the petition were approved. 
The governor, in a message of May 6, 1783, to the legislature, 
pointed out that “the Bill of Rights and Form of Government 
recognize the Principle of Public support for the Ministers of the 
Gospel and ascertain the Mode” and recommended “ among the 
first Objects of .. . [their] Attention on the return of Peace, the 
making of such a provision as the Constitution in this Case 
authorizes and approves.” The provision remained in the bill of 
rights until 1809. 

After the Revolution, St. Paul’s and Old Wye, with all the 
other parishes, fell on evil days. Communicants as well as 
revenues almost vanished. Of course the truly faithful remained. 
There were still Earles and Wrights and Emorys and Tilghmans 
on the vestry as there had always been. But for months at a time 
there were not enough vestrymen present to do business. At the 
Easter Monday meeting, April 12, 1784, when by law and im- 
memorial custom, vestries are elected, two members were left out, 
one was dead and three had resigned. Records, too, begin to be 
scantier than ever before. To be sure, even under the establish- 
ment, vestries had often adjourned for lack of enough members to 
do business, and often when they did meet, they worried about 
money. But not so much as they did now. Vestry records have 
gaps in them, from the beginning: there is nothing between April 
14, 1714 and September 6, 1716. Now, there is nothing from 1775 
to 1779, nothing from 1784 to 1789, almost nothing from 1818 to 
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1843. Except as a place where notices were posted, Old Wye 
is not mentioned once between April, 1774, and April 1789. 

The “ ruinous and neglected condition of . . . Chester and Wye 
Churches” had affected the faithful deeply and they set about 
correcting it. May 7, 1789, it was ‘ Ordered that Jeremiah Gar- 
land of ‘Talbot County be requested to make a survey of the roof, 
doors and windows of Wye Chapel and inform the vestry what 
repairs the same will want; the quantity of materials and of what 
kind they will require and the expence on the most reasonable 
plan the said materials and repairs will amount to and that the 
register inform the said Jeremiah Garland by letter immediately.” 
Two months later, Garland submitted his estimate of repairs, and 
it was ordered to be filed. The vestry decided unanimously to 
try to raise the sum by subscription, though they did not put the 
amount into the record. The repairs to St. Paul’s parish church, 
which also the vestry had on its mind, were to cost £200. In 
1791, James Cant was employed to repair Chester Church and 
Mr. Joshua Kennard, Wye Chapel. It was ordered that each have 
£60 to buy materials and that the treasurer make such further 
advances as he saw fit. Before Kennard’s account was closed, he 
had had orders for more than £109, part of it raised by a lottery. 
In 1792 a communion table was erected in Wye Chapel: with 
other repairs it came to 35 shillings. 

From 1782, when the Rev. Dr. Robert Smith left after a tenure 
of only a year, to 1791, there was no rector, unless some came and 
went during the 1784-1789 gap in the record. In 1783, the vestry 
were applied to to admit the Rev. Mr. William Hazlett as a 
minister and preacher, but they decided unanimously “ he being 
a Dissenter, that they have no Authority for admitting him.” 
January 5, 1784, the Rev. Francis Walker made application “ to 
be received into the Parish as a Preacher and Teacher of the 
Gospel, “ & considering the state laws on foreigners, the vestry 
decided to consult the Governor and Council about the propriety 
of accepting him and ‘‘ requests Mr. Richard Tilghman Earle, the 
elder vestryman, to represent the matter truly to them.” The 
result cannot be determined, for the printed Archives of Maryland, 
though they cover the period, are silent, and the gap in the vestry 
records begins in May of that year. Perhaps he came. Had the 
vestry not wanted him, they would have turned him down without 
asking the Governor. 
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The Rev. Mr. Samuel Keene, Junr., came into St. Paul’s Parish 
November 1, 1791, and agreed with the vestry to officiate as a 
minister for £150.0.0 current money per annum, which they 
agreed to pay him, A quarter century before, there had been a 
curate at St. Paul’s, also named Samuel Keene; this later Keene 
may have been a relative of the curate. Although he had been 
engaged at a salary of £150, he agreed later to take whatever the 
vestry could raise. He remained four years and was succeeded in 
1796 by the Rev. Elisha Rigg. 

Old Wye had been built in 1717-1721 by William Elbert. 
When in 1792, it was again decided to erect a gallery in the old 
chapel, another Elbert, Dr. John Lodman Elbert, was delegated to 
agree with a workman to do the work, at a cost of not more than 
£50. He employed John Anthony, who had already done some 
work on the chapel, and the gallery was built. When the Rev. 
Mr. Keene reported in 1792 to the convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, he said that both church and chapel had been 
repaired. 

May 29, 1794, there appeared in St. Paul’s Parish its first col- 
lection plate. By the vestry record, ‘Resolved that the Vestry 
make collections of money, on Sundays in the Churches said 
money to be subject to the directions of the Vestry.” In the begin- 
ning, the sheriff had collected the tobacco and had paid it out on 
an order of the vestry. After the select vestry act, subscriptions for 
the upkeep of ‘church and chapel had been, usually, semi-annual. 
Collection plates brought some difficulty: a minimum had to be 
set, and it was agreed that three shillings ninepence a year had 
to be contributed to entitle one to vote for vestry men. 

The vestry house of Old Wye was built in 1763: it must have 
been used, sometimes, for non-religious purposes. October 20, 
1794, the register was ordered “to write to Thomas Dodd to 
Remove speedily from Vestry House of Wye Chappel without 
any firther delay, or means of Compulsion will be immediately 
taken.” How Dodd got in, or what he was doing there, does not 
appear. 

“ Monday the 31st. Octr. 1796. The Vestry met at the Parish 
Church ... The Rev'd Mr. Elisha Rigg . . . appeared, and after 
an examination of his Testimonials . . . is unanimously recd. by 
the Vestry as Clergyman for said Parish and . . . [will accept] 
such sum of money as can be raised by subscription.” Rigg 
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entered on his duties in December, 1796. In June, 1797, he was 
placed on the standing committee of the Protestant Episcopal 
Convention and remained on it until he died. He was a devout 
man, mindful of his religious duties, and notably interested in 
Wye Chapel. In July, 1797, after a service at Wye, he invited his 
hearers into the vestry room to subscribe for books to combat 
deism, and fifty-two copies were sold. He had agreed to accept 
whatever the vestry could raise, but to eke out that, he had to 
teach a little school at his home on Wye River. When, in 1803, 
he moved to a house on the Talbot side of the river, twelve 
miles from Centreville, he took the school with him. “‘N.B. The 
boarders find their own beds, &c.” Mr. Rigg died February 6, 
1804, leaving a wife and four children. His wife kept up the 
school for a little while. The reverend gentleman is buried in Wye 
Chapel, in front of the chancel, and the small white marble stone 
that used to be over his grave has been replaced. 


During Mr. Rigg’s tenancy of Old Wye, the fabric of the 
chapel was in bad shape. The gallery, which had been built in 
1792, had not been accompanied by the general repair that was 
needed. In December, 1800, the old place was uncomfortable for 
winter use, and, a little later, the vestry decided to lay a tax of 
$4.00 on each pew within the parish, “ to be appropriated toward 
repairing the Vestry Houses and Churches.” On May 8, 1802, 
Samuel W. Thomas and Philemon W. Hemsley were ordered “ to 
contract with workmen and superintend the repairs of the Vestry 
House at Wye Chappel.” A year and a half later, the same 
Philemon W.:Hemsley, with William Thomas and C. C. Browne, 
had the responsibility of getting workmen and repairing the 


chapel. Meanwhile, the parish church at Hibernia, ‘‘ a spacious 
Two story brick fabrick . . . together with its chancel, plate and 
Books ... as also the grave yard’ was consecrated and dedicated 


by the Rt. Rev. Thomas John Claggett, Bishop of Maryland, on 
July 24, 1803. The theory that the 1803 work on Old Wye was 
such a major reconstruction as that of 1721 was, and that of 1854 
and 1949 were to be, cannot be accepted, for nothing whatever 
is known of its accomplishment, and, five years later, the vestry, 
which had begun to meet sometimes at Centreville, appointed “a 
committee to superintend the repairs of Wye Church.” 

When the Rev. Mr. Elisha Rigg died, the vestry accepted the 
offer of William Hemsley, Junr., to serve as lay reader. Hemsley 
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acted often as lay reader: he seems to have had some idea of 
entering into the ministry. In November, 1804, the Rev. Francis 
Barclay came into the parish to serve in Chester and Wye until a 
clergyman could be had, but a year later the vestry declared the 
pulpit vacant, having no minister. Why they got rid of the Rev. 
Mr. Barclay is not stated. But in 1811, in another place, Barclay 
answered a charge of bigamy by pleading fornication. 

By 1810 St. Paul’s Parish was, physically and spiritually, at a 
low ebb. In the space of twenty years it had had six different 
rectors, and it was vacant entirely for two or three years. St. 
Paul’s, the parish church, had just been consecrated, but Wye was 
in bad shape. It is said that in 1809 the parish had fourteen com- 
municants only. This story appears in every account of the parish, 
but no one tells where he found it. It is not mentioned in the 
vestry records, nor in the parish reports to the convention, The 
faithful fourteen were William Hemsley, Anne Hemsley, Phi- 
lemon Hemsley, Elizabeth Hemsley, Sarah Troup, James Tilgh- 
man, William D. Thomas, Charles Browne, John Fisher, Edward 
De Courcy, Samuel Thomas, Henrietta Earle, Henrietta Blake, 
Henrietta Thomas. Four were Hemsleys, three were Thomases. 
By this time Wye Chapel was so out of use that the vestty let 
out the vestry house there to John Nabb, Joseph George, ‘Thomas 
Richardson and Edward Turner “for the purpose of keeping 
therein a school and at the same time requiring of them a Bond in 
the penalty of One Hundred Dollars that no Injury shall be done 
to the Church or Vestry House and that they will return it in the 
like Repair as when Entered upon by them.” 

The Rev. John Hooker Reynolds was unanimously elected rector 
of the parish, May 8, 1806, and was re-elected for two years. He 
resigned in May, 1809. He is said to have made himself obnoxious 
before he left by his attempts to collect the salary due him, “ with 
so much meanness & rigor as to render him an object of contempt 
to every man & woman in his parish,” and to have done more 
harm to the church than a dozen camp-meetings could have done. 

The faithful, serious-minded William Hemsley filled in, for the 
two years after Mr. Reynolds left, as he had often done before and 
as he was to do all his life. At one time he seriously considered 
entering the ministry, but doubts on some of the Thirty-nine 
Articles may have prevented him from doing so. In 1809 Hemsley 
corresponded with Bishop Kemp, with Dr. Smith of Princeton, 
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and with a Quaker friend on the subject of slavery. Hemsley 
thought that the failure of the Apostles to condemn the peculiar 
institution did not mean that they justified it. Many Southerners 
thought it did mean that. All during his adult life Hemsley col- 
lected theological books, and at his death he left them to the 
parish, his name written in every volume. Upon the resignation of 
the Rev. Daniel Stevens who served as rector of St. Paul’s from 
May, 1811 to 1815, Hemsley wrote to Bishop Kemp for help in 
getting a successor. 


The vestry have not yet, I believe, addressed to you an 
official letter on the subject, but Mr. Thomas C. Earle... 
requested me to write to you... Is is practicable to get a 
clergyman of purity and unexceptionable moral character 
who has talent and information and is a good Federalist? 
Our late rector {Stevens} was a worthy and excellent man 
and we shall not easily supply his place, but he was—between 
us—a warm Democrat. I do not wish to see a clergyman 
intermeddling with politics from the pulpit but the good 
churchmen of our parish with very few exceptions are strong 
Federalists and where there is a contrariety of opinion on 
this subject—so much do politics enter into the system of 
life—it diminishes in some degree the harmony that ought 
to subsist between a clergyman and his parishioners. Besides 
if the rector is a pious and sensible man the circumstances of 
his being a Democrat gives strength and countenance to a 
bad cause. For these reasons I wish our next clergyman to be 
a good Federalist. 


Whether the next rector, the Rev. William J. Bulkley, was Federa- 
list or Democrat is not known. 

From June 7, 1819, to some time in 1843 the records of St. 
Paul’s and Old Wye are partly or wholly lacking, and what can 
be learned of the parish life must be got from the not too reliable 
Rev. Ethan Allen and similar outside sources. Old Chester Church, 
that had been consecrated only in 1803, was soon almost in ruins. 
Part of it was blocked off and used for the diminishing congrega- 
tion, and the parish came near going out of existence. Hemsley 
said in 1821 that the “ difficulties of the times have produced 
such a pressure among us that I much fear a clergyman with a 
family will meet a very inadequate support.” At that time there 
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was no glebe and no money. In one three-year period the parish 
had three rectors. One of them had almost been refused ordina- 
tion because of contumacious behavior to the bishop. One stayed 
only six months, the third left at the end of one year because the 
parish could not raise enough money to support him. From 1825 
to 1829 there was no rector and the invaluable William Hemsley 
was dead. 

In 1834 a movement that had been on foot for two or three 
years brought about the removal of Old Chester Church, the parish 
church, from Hibernia to Centreville. For a decade vestry meet- 
ings had very often been held there. Some of the bricks from the 
older buildings on the old site were used in the new construction. 
It was consecrated on July 22, 1835, by Bishop Wm. M. Stone of 
Maryland. The pews in it were auctioned off, the highest bidder 
having first choice. John P. Paca paid $35.00 for pew number 37. 

In 1810, the vestry house of Wye Chapel was lent by the vestry 
to four men who wanted to keep school there. Nothing more ts 
known of the venture. For half a century nothing was done to 
Wye Church. In 1829, after a succession of lay readers or 
quickly departing rectors, the Rev. Robert W. Goldsborough, of 
the family of “ Myrtle Grove” became, first, lay reader, and then 
after his ordination, rector of the parish. He remained seven 
years, until in 1836 his always feeble health required him to 
resign. After he left, regular services were no longer held in Old 
Wye. It was almost fallen down, half decayed but for the solid 
workmanship of the brick-layers a century before. The vestry 
believed it would be wiser and less costly to build another chapel 
nearer to the people than to repair Old Wye. Accordingly in 
1840-1841, ‘a very neat and commodious frame edifice” was put 
up in Queenstown, six miles away, and was consecrated by Bishop 
William R. Whittingham April 21, 1842. 

Some years after the building of the Queenstown chapel, 
Bishop Whittingham, in the course of an episcopal visitation, 
chanced to see Old Wye. In order to get back to Baltimore, he 
and his party had to take an early morning steamer at Queens- 
town. The road led past Old Wye, and the Bishop must go in. 
He found that the church had become a stable, and the cattle were 
there.. The episcopal party, greatly moved, knelt and prayed, and, 
as they left, took fence rails and barred the doorway. The Bishop 
did not forget the visit, and his interest heartened the vestry to 
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try to have the old building restored. The Rev. William C. Crane, 
who in 1852 became rector of St. Paul’s, was alive to its value, and 
he drew in Bishop Whitehouse of Illinois who was substituting 
for the ailing Whittingham. The Bishop records that on the after- 
noon of April 22, 1853, he went out “to see the old ‘Wye 
Church’ a finely proportioned structure of brick alternate red and 
black. It is fast becoming roofless, and if neglected much longer, 
will be a hopeless ruin. A small cost now would restore it. A 
sufficient congregation exists, it is said, to occupy ita 

On March 7, 1853, St. Paul’s vestry appointed a committee of 
five, with Charles Carroll Tilghman as chairman, to receive sub- 
scriptions for the needed repair. Nine months later, John Evans 
was chosen to do the work, and on February 13, 1854, a com- 
mittee of three, headed by Dr. James Davidson, was appointed to 
oversee the repairs. A slate roof was put on, and the outside 
staits to the gallery were removed, The brickwork of the west 
wall still shows where the door was. Stained glass, in good 
Victorian tradition, replaced the clear glass over which earlier 
vestries had so labored, though the shape of the windows of 1721 
was kept. Victorian pews also replaced the high square pews of 
1721. Nothing was done about the vestry house. So thoroughly 
had it disappeared that even its precise location was not certain. 
According to the Rey. Ethan Allen, these 1854 repairs cost $1600. 

July 20, 1854, at the request of the vestry, Bishop Whittingham 
consecrated Old Wye under the name of St. Luke’s, Wye. Rev. 
Wm. C. Crane reported to the next diocesan convention that the 
congregation was numerous and growing. 

A further division of St. Paul’s, the setting up of Wye Church 
as a separate parish, as St. Luke’s Church Hill, and St. John's, 
Tuckahoe, had been taken off, was under discussion for a long 
time, In 1858, on motion of James T. Earle, the vestry decided to 
find out how the people who would be in Wye Parish if it were 
erected, felt about the division. If they favored it, the offer of the 
Misses Harris to give fifty acres or so for a glebe was to be 
accepted with thanks. The people did approve, and thanked the 
Misses Harris. A meeting presided over by the Rev. Mr. Erastus 
F. Dashiell, rector of St. Paul's, who became the first rector of 
Old Wye, drew up a petition to the 1859 convention of the diocese 
asking the division and giving the parish limits they wanted. 
The rector reported that the petitioners ‘start with two Churches 
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in good repair, a subscription of about $1800 towards a Parsonage 
and small glebe land, and a guaranteed salary of about $550 or 
$600; which, for a new Parish, we consider favorable auspices.” 
He added that the separation was “ entirely fraternal.” The 
convention resolved “ that leave to organize etc. with the view of 
dividing St. Paul’s Parish, Queen Anne’s, and of erecting a new 
Parish by the name and style of Wye Parish, be and it is hereby 
granted to James Davidson and others.” 

On Easter Monday, April 9, 1860, a meeting at Wye Church 
organized the parish. The bounds of it were what the petition 
had asked and the convention granted. Beginning at a point 
where Reed’s Creek empties into Chester River, the line ran up 
and with the creek to its head, thence following the line between 
the Centreville and Queenstown election districts to the Centre- 
ville-Easton road, thence to the boundary between St. Paul’s and 
St. John’s Parishes. The first vestry of Wye were Charles Carroll 
Tilghman, Richard Cook Tilghman, William Rose, William 
Hemsley Forman, John T. Thomas, Richard Bennett Carmichael 
and R. B. Carmichael, Jr. At least half of them had been vestry- 
men of St. Paul’s. The wardens were Dr. James Davidson and 
Dr. John Charles Earle. The Rev. Erastus F. Dashiell, who had 
been rector of St. Paul’s became rector at a salary of $600, though 
he continued to serve his former parish, despite his resignation 
from it, until January 1, 1862. 

In his report to the diocesan convention in 1859, Mr. Dashiell 
had spoken of the efforts to get a parsonage for Old Wye. A fund 
of $2500 had been raised and there was the glebe that the Harris 
ladies had given. The vestry contracted with Jonathan Isaacs to 
build it, and Mr, Dashiell and his family were able to move in 
before the end of 1860. Mr. Dashiell remained at Wye until 
1867. Then he went to St. Michael's Parish, Talbot: here he 
stayed until 1883 at least. 

A year after Wye Parish was set up as a separate parish, 
Fort Sumter was fired on. As Mr. Dashiell told the diocesan 
convention in 1864, “In the changed circumstances of the times, 
nothing but the goodness of God has enabled us to live... . The 
members of the parish, though few and having suffered very 
heavily in the loss of their labor, have nevertheless shown a noble 
determination to sustain the Church, and have endeared them- 
selves to the Rector by a generous exhibition of their sympathy for 
him in this the day of trial.” 
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Mr. Dashiell was succeeded as rector in 1867 by the Rev. Lucien 
C. Lance, who served until 1870. He in his turn was succeeded by 
the Rev. Mr. William B. Everett, 1871 to 1879. During Mr. 
Everett’s service here, the church yard of Old Wye was enlarged 
by a gift of land from Miss Caroline Davis and Miss Henrietta 
Davis. After Mr. Everett came the Rev. Mr. Albert Ware, an 
Englishman. He stayed until 1887. After his departure, Mr. J. P. 
Davidson served as lay reader for a year, until Mr. Van Dyne was 
called and elected. He stayed three years, to be followed by the 
one-year tenancies of Mr. Turner and Dr. Pindar and one year 
of a lay reader. In 1896 the Rev. Algernon Batte became rector 
and remained until he died in 1907, This makes one of the 
longest rectorates Old Wye has had. It was in Mr. Batte’s time 
that the old rectory of Wye Church, the one Jonathan Isaacs had 
built in 1860, was burned down. It was replaced by one in 
Queenstown, near the chapel that was more convenient for most 
of the parishioners. After Mr. Batte’s death, a number of clergy- 
men served as rectors of the parish: the Rev. Mr. Ticknor, 1905- 
—; the Rev. G. Croft Williams, 1910-1913; the Rev. William 
Fargo Bayle, 1913-1919; the Rev. George M. Galarneau, 1919- 
1923; the Rev. S. Wells, 1924-1927; the Rev. W. W. Webster, 
1927-1931; the Rev. Matthew S. Higgins, 1933-1944. The Rev. 
Thomas Donaldson, Rector of St. Paul’s, Centreville, became 
Acting Rector in June, 1944, following the retirement of Mr. 
Higgins. 

From 1910 on, there were only occasional services at Old Wye 
Church, and the building fell into disrepair. More than that, the 
changes made somewhere along the line had done great violence 
to the building that William Elbert obliged himself to erect. The 
roof of cypress shingles had been replaced by one of slate, many 
times heavier than the wooden roof. In consequence, the side 
walls were bulging out, and, despite the pilasters and the but- 
tresses, they were all but falling. The arched ceiling that was 
ordered to go under the cypress roof had been removed. In the 
winter of 1947, Mr. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr., presented to the 
Vestry of Wye Parish a proposal to restore the old Church. This 
very generous offer was accepted with enthusiasm and great 
appreciation by the Vestry. The work of restoring the church was 
carried on under his direction and the architectural care of Wil- 
liam G. Perry, of Perry, Shaw and Hepburn. Even the vestry house 
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has been rebuilt, on its old site. So long had it been gone, that its 
very location was not known, until a tractor plow, cruising in 
the general area where it must have been, ran into a brick wall 
on its first furrow, and subsequent search showed the outlines. 
The architectural details of the 1947-1949 restoration are described 
in a separate article following. 

All its life, Old Wye has had gifts made to it. Major Turloe 
gave £100 sterling toward its 1721 building, and in those days 
£100 sterling was vastly more than it would be today. Carpenter 
Lillingstone left it two silver salvers. William Hemsley gave the 
chalice and the flagon that the church still uses. Besides, he 
left it his theological library. The Harris ladies gave the glebe 
land that may have made possible the setting up of Old Wye 
as a separate parish. The Davis ladies gave land for enlarg- 
ing the church yard and a fence to fence it in. When the rectory 
burned in 1898, gifts helped build one in Queenstown. When 
she died in 1919, Miss Susan Frisby Williams of the Hermitage, 
great granddaughter of the Revolutionary War general Otho 
Holland Williams, left $10,000 to be used toward an endowment 
fund for Wye Parish. 

Old Wye Church, again strong and fair, was rededicated on 
July 13, 1949, at an impressive service conducted by the Right 
Reverend Noble C. Powell, Bishop of Maryland, and services 
have since been held in it every Sunday. Since the rededication, 
the area of the Churchyard has been increased by 5 acres, through 
a donation by the Austin brothers of Easton; and in 1951, a com- 
modious modern Rectory was built, adjoining the Churchyard to 
the south—again largely through the generosity of Mr. Houghton. 
With the coming of the Reverend Harvie A. Zuckerman on 
January 1, 1951, the church once more has its own rector. 
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records, 1694— 

These vestry records are the one indispensable source, for, 
without them, the history of Old Wye Church could not have 
been written. In 1885, being much out of repair, they were 
rebound, and in the operation some pages were misplaced 
and some of the writing was obscured. They are now in 
St. Paul’s Church, Centreville. The Maryland Historical 
Society has a longhand transcript made in 1896 and a micro- 
film made in 1949, yer 
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Allen, Rev. Ethan, History of the Eastern Shore Parishes. Three 
bound manuscript volumes, in the custody of the Diocese of 
Easton, and deposited in the Talbot County Public Library 
at Easton. Allen spent most of his life digging out and 
preserving documents and facts about the Church of England 
and the Protestant Episcopal Church in Maryland, -but his 
manuscript is unorganized and incomplete. His dates are 
often unreliable, and he is unduly eulogistic. 
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since . . . 1783, Baltimore, James S. Waters, 1860. The 

Maryland Historical Society copy has much added informa- 

tion about earlier clergy, in Allen’s own hand. 
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231 plus [6] pages. Property of the Maryland Historical 
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Archives of Maryland ... published . . . under the direction of 
the Maryland Historical Society. vol. [1]—. Baltimore, 
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side of ecclesiastical activities during the establishment. 
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Votes and Proceedings of the General Assembly. For the period 
after July, 1773, the present terminal date of the printed 
Archives, recourse must be had to the Votes and Proceedings, 
the contemporary printed record. Of this rare series the 
Maryland Historical Society has an almost complete set. 

Harrison, Samuel A., compiler. ‘“ Memoranda of the Annals of 
Talbot County.” Fifty-five notebooks, 145 pages a piece, into 
which the loyal Talbot Countian copied everything he could 
find about the county. What he has is ordinarily reliable, 
and, besides, it can be checked, since he gives sources in 
every case. His data are divided into classes, biographical, 
civil, political, educational, religious, industrial and general. 
Although he relies on Crane and on Allen, he does so 
cautiously, often adding his own comments on them. There 
is, of course, no index. 


Hawks, Francis L., Contributions to the Ecclesiastical History of 
the United States. Vol. II, Maryland. New York, John S. 
Taylor, 1839. 

Perry William Stevens, editor, Papers Relating to the History of 
the Church in Maryland, A. D., 1694-1775. Privately printed, 
1878. Concerns largely the relations of Maryland clergy with 
the Bishop of London. 


Crane, William Croes, “ Old Chester” and“ Old Wye” Churches. 
An Historical Sketch . .. preached in St. Paul’s Church, 
Centreville . . . Baltimore, Joseph Robinson, 1855. Too 
eulogistic and uncritical, but nevertheless valuable. It is 
reprinted in full in Tilghman’s History of Talbot County, 
Vol. H, 274-285. Of the original pamphlet, now scarce, the 
Maryland Historical Society has two copies, and St. Paul’s, 
Centreville, has one. 
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Early History and Development. Baltimore, Maryland His- 
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NOTES ON THE ARCHITECTURE OF OLD WYE CHURCH 
AND VESTRY HOUSE | 





Old Wye Church stood alone on the site in 1947, when the 
work of preservation was undertaken. It was picturesquely over- 
grown by ivy, shaded by the wide spreading branches of ancient 
oaks. The original Eighteenth Century walls were preserved in 
large part, a factor which conveyed an impression of solidity and 
age more significant than that conveyed by the slate roof and over- 
hanging eaves, the three chimneys and the wood details of the 
Nineteenth Century. 

Evidences of the Vestry House had been obliterated from above 
the surface of the ground. . 

The Church had been built with an evident belief that the 
action of frost on foundations might be ignored. The brick walls 
were built on the sandy clay, the lower course being laid at an 
average of twelve inches below grade. The footings or lower 
courses had suffered and while bricks had weathered well, the 
mortar had disintegrated and had been seriously scoured by the 
ivy roots, with consequent dislodgement of the bricks and under- 
mining of the walls. This condition was especially pronounced at 
the location of the buttresses. The superstructure was in good 
condition, except in three corners where settlement had opened 
minor cracks in the fabric. 

At an earlier date, probably 1854, the west gable above the 
gallery level had been removed and rebuilt but largely with the 
original brick. No attempt had been then made to adhere to the 
pattern of the west end which, in Flemish bond with glazed 
headers constituted the one decorative feature of the exterior. 
Moreover, a repair had been made at the “ east end” around the 
window “ oval at the head,” where without doubt the filler in the 
arch had originally rested on the wood frame of the window. 

Happily throughout the old and surviving brick work were, and 
still are, clear outlines and evidences of the handwork of the 
original bricklayers both in quality and composition of mortar and 
in manner of laying. The joints had been ruled in the conven- 
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tional contemporary manner and were clearly visible. In the 
arches, however, a naive crudity, in terms of Eighteenth Century 
usage, is apparent. The arch bricks relate only approximately to 
the spring line, and are laid as full bricks or occasionally chipped. 
No attempt was made to “ gauge,” that is, to grind the bricks to 
meet the radial condition. The use of glazed headers, however, 
in the west wall seems to indicate that, as the work went forward, 
their decorative value was appreciated and the workmen intro- 
duced them into the window arches as they proceeded. These 
glazed headers are interesting accidental products of the clay 
burning with hard wood. They are the so-called ‘‘ bench bricks” 
nearest the fire and being consequently less numerous than the 
“ run of the kiln” were, by necessity, used sparingly. Incidentally, 
the decorative quality of these headers seems to have led William 
Elbert to use them with a design in mind when he laid them 
carefully at the break in the brick work at the west door. He 
seems deliberately to have instructed his bricklayers to omit the 
ruling of the joints between these corner bricks and the door 
jambs, expecting possibly soon to cover the area, limited above 
by a shelving course, with the usual Doric door frame. 

Serious damage to the alignment of the side walls had been 
suffered over the years. The original arched ceiling had precluded 
a roof truss of reasonable strength, and neglect of the roof had 
no doubt caused deterioration in the truss fastenings sufficient to 
put excessive lateral pressure at the top of the side walls. Later, 
in 1858, when it appears that the roof was reframed and the slate 
was added, the arched ceiling was not replaced and tie rods were 
introduced to stiffen the frame. The 4” displacement at the top 
of the walls at its widest point was sufficient to lead to the 
conclusion in 1949 that no repair of the walls could be undertaken 
without demolition. Moreover, in order to restore the arched 
ceiling and the original interior appearance, the structural use of 
visible tie rods was precluded, and it was evident that the weight 
of the new roof should be elsewhere distributed. 

The Eighteenth Century wood trim had disappeared, cornice, 
door, window frames, sash, and their shutters. A small sacristy 
had been added, in a manner best suited to needs, adjacent to the 
chancel, and also well designed to preserve the integrity of the 
original design. This sacristy has been preserved and refitted, its 
brick work frankly of a character later than that of the Church. 
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Inside, the character of the Eighteenth Century was not appar- 
ent. Dark colors of pews and fittings and especially of the roof 
framing conformed with the usages of the time of the extensive 
repair. The wall sheathing of matched boarding extended above 
the backs of the low pews and up to the window stools. The 
chancel was raised one step and the sanctuary two steps above the 
brick floor of the nave. The chancel arch, however, and the 
original window openings in the side walls stood guard over the 
recollection of the past and the lower roof of the chancel con- 
trasted with that of the nave in much the same agreeable manner 
as originally. The brick paving of the nave was reminiscent of 
that ordered and laid in 1730 but the bricks were of a modern 
type. Excellent in quality, they were of great subsequent value in 
the necessary rebuilding of the chancel arch. This arch had been 
seriously weakened. In this fact and the required rebuilding of 
the west gable wall lay the solution of the reconstruction of a new 
roof which would largely ignore the support of the side walls. 
Moreover, the chancel wall, as was hoped, contained a goodly 
proportion of original glazed headers, sufficient in quantity to 
provide for the full pattern of the new west gable. ‘The tombstone 
of the Reverend Elisha Rigg had not been replaced over his grave 
in front of the chancel but stood in good condition within the rail 
of the sanctuary against the wall at the east end. A small base- 
ment had been excavated at the west end, south side, most inacces- 
sible, and of five foot head room. This excavation had, however, 
required some brick underpinning of the walls. It is this basement 
which has been enlarged in 1949, to receive the heating and 
ventilating ducts and climate changer unit. 

For guidance in reconstruction, the surviving evidences in the 
fabric were of fundamental value. They were numerous. Beside 
those that were readily visible, there were brought to light, when 
sheathing, plaster and floor and roof were carefully removed, 
the exact shape of the gables and slope of the roofs; the elliptical 
outline of the original ceiling in the nave and the segmental 
outline of that in the chancel; nailers for dado panelling, interior 
cornices, chancel rail and altar platform; putlock holes for the 
erection of the pulpit and pulpit canopy, and full evidence of 
the construction of the gallery. Original adzed pine rafters lay 
on the chancel arch wall, with their evidences of the original fram- 
ing of the roof and particularly cut on their lower sides to allow 
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for and to follow the line of the elliptical ceiling. A similar 
vestige of the original framing of the east end of the chancel 
remained and remains in place. It traces in a similar manner the 
line of the segmental chancel ceiling. Holes in the walls disclosed 
the level of the wood floor of the pews. This dimension coincides 
with the written record which called for a wood floor 3’—9” 
below the windows. 

Offsets in the west wall at the doorway indicated the presence 
of a reveal for the “folding doors.” A curious splay at the 
window in the north wall nearest the pulpit represents an attempt 
no doubt to increase the light at this point. Incidentally, it is 
interesting to note the specified width of three feet for the nave 
windows. This is an early church on the Eastern Shore. Window 
widths in subsequent ones, such as St. Luke’s, Church Hill, are 
wider. 

The written records have been of conclusive value, both in 
guidance and corroboration. Instances of inconsistency, however, 
occur. The “ Articles of Agreement” of 1717 call for “ three 
windows on each side of the said church.” The existing four 
windows, obviously original, indicate that the builders were — 
perhaps fearful of an inadequacy of light. The “two oval 
windows to be at the west end above the square” had disappeared. 
Assuming that these windows had been constructed, design of the 
west gable, above the square, would provide light too far distri- 
buted to serve the gallery. A third “oval” gable window has 
been added in 1949 in conformity with this conception. 


PRESERVATION, RECONSTRUCTION AND RESTORATION 


The artisan of 1949 is guided by consideration of his duty to ~ 
‘preserve all evidences of surviving work; to use these evidences 
to extend similar work; to take precautions in the modern manner 
to assure sound construction and to retard obsolescence; to equip 
the building with heat and light, plumbing and other mechanical 
requirements. He is guided also by the progressive changes in 
church ritual. He must provide for a modern choir and organ. 
Moreover, social changes have made obsolete the need for an 
outside stair to galleries. The evidences of the door to the gallery 
in the west end remain in the outside brick work. Notice that this 
door existed on the outside was recorded in 1847. This outside 
door and stair have not been replaced. 
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In Preservation, the walls remain and are repaired; they have 
been underpinned with concrete, the corners have been tied with 
metal to prevent further fissures. The chancel arch and wall have 
been rebuilt. 


In Reconstruction, the roof has been replaced. A steel truss 
extends from east to west end of the nave and steel rafters are 
welded thereto, thus achieving a rigid roof system depending 
chiefly on end walls for support. The original levels have been 
respected in the framing of the floors. The sacristy has been 
repaired, enlarged and equipped. To provide for modern equip- 
ment, a tunnel has been constructed under the center pews to 
receive the ducts. The air is led to the aisles under the raised 
floors of the pews. The boiler has been installed in a full base- 
ment under the Vestry House, for the purpose of utilizing a 
chimney known to have existed. Conduits buried in the ground 
conduct heat, power, light and water to the Church. Modern 
lighting requirements have been met by installation of cold 

cathode tubular lighting in a recess above the cornices of the 
nave, and flood lights at the chancel arch. 

In Restoration, the disposition of the pews as shown in the plan 
of 1723 has guided their size, orientation and identity. The Read- 
ing Desk, required in the agreement, was supplemented by a 
Clerk’s desk as observed by the Reverend Ethan Allen. The 
height and extent of the chancel sanctuary floor, the panelling 
and rail coincide with the wall nailers and with contemporary 
description. The balusters are “turned” as required and enclose 
the “ Altar Table.” The pews conform in height with wall 
evidences; those on the north wall narrower than those on the 
south. Cornices are applied at nailer heights; windows are 
“ slyding ’”’ and are hung with the lead weights of the Eighteenth 
Century. The glass of early make was salvaged from the existing 
sash and reused. The ceiling follows the trace of the ancient line. 
The new floor is laid in hand-made bricks of the original type and 
the tombstone of the Reverend Elisha Rigg has been replaced over 
his existing grave. The chancel contains antique pieces actually 
contemporary with the original church. They are one arm chair 
and one side chair of the time of James II of quality consistent 
with their purpose as Bishop’s and clergy chairs. The Altar Table, 
and Credence Table conform with known precedent and are newly 
made of American walnut. The Commandment Tablet and that 
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for Lord’s Prayer and Apostle’s Creed conform also with pre- 
cedent, local and usual. Brass brackets with glass shades, for 
candles only, provide auxiliary and appropriate light. Fabrics, 
altar cloths, frontals, missal markers, cushions and the like are of 
Eighteenth Century weave and design and particularly conform 
with the quality then obtainable and required. The Bible at the 
Reading Desk is by Baskerville and contemporary with the 
Church. Pews have been numbered in accordance with the plan 
of 1723. 

The roof has been laid with heavy butt red cedar shingles and 
the cornices of early Eighteenth Century profile are terminated 
with the tapering verge boards of the time. 

The reconstructed Vestry House of 1763 is on its original site, 
of frame as ordered and of its original size and height. The 
interpretation of the record must conform with evidence as found. 
Hence, while the Vestry House is of the same area as ordered, it 
varies in its dimensions in order to fit the foundation as uncovered. 
The exposed face of the lower portion of the chimney is typical of 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. The dado panelling and that at 
the fireplace end are not unusual in such small buildings. They 
are particularly designed as appropriate to the station of the 
Vestryman of the Eighteenth Century, a station described else- 
where in this booklet. The furniture is antique; old enough 
indeed to be not new in 1763; but, as was possible, a bit out of 
date and so possibly given or loaned by the Vestrymen from their 
houses for the purpose. The maps and engravings on the Vestry 
House walls are chosen to represent not only the local scene 
geographically, but also an historical interest in Church and State 
by the parishioners of the Eighteenth Century. 


WILLIAM GRAVES PERRY 
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For more than two hundred and fifty years, OLD WYE has 
been a simple, rural church proclaiming by its very austerity the 
enduring quality of its people’s faith in God. Today, it is still an 
active, though small, parish in the Episcopal Diocese of Easton, 
supporting a varied program of Christian activities as well as 


regular worship in its colonial house of God. 


The present congregation numbers over one hundred interested 
persons of many faiths, seventy-five of them communicants of the 
Episcopal Church. Every year about two thousand persons visit the 
church and grounds, many of them making it a point to attend 


the eleven o’clock service on Sunday mornings. 


Both parishioners and visitors realize that Old Wye has come 
to us as a hallowed trust, the fulfillment of the vision of a few 
generous and dedicated people and the place of worship for count- 


less faithful souls throughout these many years. 


In 1692, St. Paul’s Parish, Hibernia in Mary Land was estab- 
lished for the colony as a part of the Anglican Church. The earliest 
records show that by 1694, St. Paul's had not only the “Mother 
Church” in Hibernia, but also was ringed about with three ‘“‘chapels- 
at-ease’”, chapels to which the members could go with greater ease 
than attending the primary Church. Two of these chapels were 
called St. Luke’s, one at Church Hill and the other at Wye. The 
third chapel was at Tuckahoe. One Vestry carried on the activities 
for the entire parish, a parish that extended some twenty miles in 


width and twenty-five miles in length! 


“In 1712: the Vestry of St. Paul’s agreed to erect a formal 
chapel building at Wye, and matched the gift of the Rector for this 
purpose, some four hundred pounds of tobacco. Pews were auctioned 
off to the highest bidders, and gifts of the members for the con- 


struction were solicited. These gifts, one hundred pounds, sterling, 
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and sixty thousand pounds of tobacco, stimulated enough interest 
to begin construction in 1717. It was not easy sailing, for the 
Vestry had much trouble collecting the gifts and legacies which 
had been promised and had to apply to the Governor and Council 
for help in having these pledges paid. 


On October 18, 1721, St. Luke’s Day, Wye was officially opened 
for worship. Improvements, such as a plank floor, window shutters, 
and fences, continued to be made after the formal opening of the 
church. 


Inasmuch as tobacco has had such an influence on the whole 
life of the Mary Land Colony, it seems fitting that we quote the 
following from the formal history of Old Wye as prepared by the 
Maryland Historical Society: 


“By (the act of establishment) the county government paid to 
the vestry forty pounds of good merchantable tobacco for every 
taxable in the parish. A ‘taxable’ was anyone over sixteen years 
old who was either a free-man or a male servant imported, or any 
slave, male or female. Clergymen and paupers were not taxable. In 
1763 there were six hundred and twenty-nine taxables in St. Paul’s, 
so the vestry had the disposal of twenty-five thousand one hundred 
and sixty pounds of tobacco. In that day, because the church was 
established and thus part of the government, vestries had many 
duties more governmental than churchly. Indeed, it is not too 
much to say that they were the local government for their parish. 
There was a law against adultery, a law with teeth in it. By its 
provisions, prosecutions for it began in the parish. A vestry must 
summon both the man and the woman who were charged with 
incontinent living, and admonish them thereof. Sometimes they 
appeared when ordered to do so, expressed regret, promised amend- 
ment and departed. Sometimes they did not come, or coming, in- 


vited the vestry to do its worst. Sometimes the same woman came 
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The location of the pulpit, prayer desk and lectern in the middle of 
the north aisle is typical of Southern Colonial church architecture. The 
canterlevered pulpit and sounding board are inlaid with walnut in a field 
of butternut and holly woods. 
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he altar is flanked by two clergy chairs, circa 1670. The chair seats were recently re- 
ed with Florentine embroidery by members of the parish. 

he kneeling cushions at the communion rail were designed by Mona Spoor and 
od in petit point by Mesdames, Leon A. Andrus, Arthur A, Houghton, Jr., Donald F, 
, Arthur M. McCall and Frederick S.Wildman. 
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twice with different men. If the vestry was not able to cope with 
the people, then the county court took up the case. But the vestry 
had to initiate it, it was not just sticking its nose into the private 


lives of its parishioners. 


If tobacco was the wealth of the parish, it was also the 
source of its work and worry. It was for the vestry to appoint the 
counters of tobacco plants, and inspectors of tobacco; and, more 
often than not, they had trouble finding men willing to act as in- 
spectors. For all that tobacco was a medium of exchange in colonial 
Maryland, and almost the only one, it lacked one of the most im- 
portant characteristics of a good currency; it was not, and could 
not be, invariably uniform. When it was enacted that any person 
owing tobacco could discharge his debt at the rate of twelve shil- 
lings per hundred pounds, the clergy protested. Tobacco was worth 
often twenty-five or even thirty shillings if it was good, but they 
were paid twelve shillings, and the planter could sell his tobacco 


for twice that much.” 


The Church seems to have led a peaceful existence until the year 
1755 when the Rev. Alexander Malcolm, mathematician and clergy- 
man became the master of the Queen Anne’s Free School on Tilgh- 
man’s Neck Road. He evidently allowed his son to substitute for 
him on occasions and it was discovered that the son, Mr. Quinton 
Malcolm ‘did teach dancing in the said school, without a license (!) 
which visitors apprehend must necessarily tend to the hindrance 
of teaching reading, writing, etc. ... also that unless the number 
of scholars increase, this shall be looked upon as misspending the 


publick money.” 


The Vestry House was built in 1761-1763 at a cost of three 
hundred dollars. With the coming of the Revolution the entire 
position of the established Church changed swiftly. The Conti- 
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The candle sticks were given to the parish at the time of the restora- 


tion in 1949 and bear the markers mark “D. B. London 1692.” 





William Hemsley, a very active communicant in 1737 presented Wye 
Church with a flagon and chalice for the Communion Service. They are 


still in constant use. 
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nental Convention which opened on June 12, 1774 took over the 
government of the colony and it became the government of the 
State of Maryland. The Bill of Rights by the Convention of 1776 
provided that, ‘‘No persons ought by any law to be compelled to 
maintain any particular ministry or place of worship but the 
churches and all such property belonging to the Church of England 
ought to remain to the Church of England forever.” 


The first meeting of the first non-established Vestry was held 
in June 1779, the Vestrymen being qualified to act by a Justice of 
the Peace... all of which was some years before the ‘Protestant 
Episcopal Church” was chosen as the official name of this Church 
which really lost its name because of the Revolution. The Bill of 
Rights which took away the “forty pounds of tobacco per poll’’ did 
little more than leave the “Church of England” in possession of 
the property it held. It did, however, give the legislature discre- 
tionary power to “lay a general and equal tax for the support of 
the Christian religion, leaving to each individual the power of ap- 
pointing his part of the tax to the support of some particular 
church or minister, or to the poor.” Since the Vestry no longer had 
the power to appoint tobacco inspectors, or admonish parishioners 
of their incontinent living, it was obliged to spend more time on 


raising money for parish work. (A familiar modern note, indeed!) 


After the Revolution, St. Paul’s and Old Wye, together with all 
the other parishes, fell on evil days. Communicants as well as rev- 
enues almost vanished. Records, too, became scantier than ever 
before. Except as a place where notices were posted, Old Wye is not 
mentioned once between April 1774 and April 1789. From 1782 to 
1791 there was no rector. In November 1791 a rector was appointed 
with a:current salary per annum of one hundred fifty pounds cur- 
rent money — he agreed later to take whatever the Vestry could 
raise. Four years later the Reverend Elisha Rigg came to Old Wye, 
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y House was intended to provide a 
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heated room for Vestry Meetings, usually of long duration in that period. 
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— his tomb lies under the floor of the church. In the early years 
of our Republic, the church required constant repairs and it was 
with great difficulty that the building was kept open. 


For half a century nothing was done to Wye Church. After 
1829 regular services were no longer held at Old Wye; it was al- 
most fallen down, half decayed but for the solid workmanship of 
the bricklayers a century before. At about this time, Bishop Whit- 
tingham on his way to catch an early steamer out of Queenstown 
to Baltimore, happened by Old Wye, and saw that the church had 
become a stable. .. ‘““The Episcopal party were greatly moved. They 
entered. They prayed. As they left they took fence rails and barred 
the door. The Bishop did not forget his visit, and he immediately 
began to encourage the Vestry to have the old building restored.” 
By 1854, the Bishop’s desires were being met. A new slate roof 
was put on, the outside stairs to the gallery were removed, and 
stained glass replaced the clear glass which had been broken out. 
Victorian pews replaced the original high-backed, square pews of 
1721. The Vestry House, however, was not touched, because by this 
time it had completely deteriorated ... and its precise location was 
unknown. Through the generosity of several parishioners, Old Wye 
was thus rescued from oblivion, and on July 20, 1854, the Bishop 
was pleased to be able to consecrate Old Wye under the name of 
“St. Luke’s, Wye.” The reconsecration seems to have stirred the 
congregation into activity, for within a few years, Wye was ac- 
cepted as a separate parish (including Queenstown) by the Dioc- 
esan Convention of 1859. 


A year after Wye Parish was set up as a separate parish, Fort 
Sumter was fired on. As Mr. Dashiell told the diocesan convention 
in 1864, “In the changed circumstances of the times nothing but 
the goodness of God has enabled us to live. .. The members of the 


parish though few and having suffered more heavily in the loss of 
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This is a record of pews bouynt at auction in 1723 and a simple ac- 
counting of church finances. 


(£ refer to pounds of tobacco) 
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their labor have nevertheless shown a noble determination to sus- 
tain the Church and have endeared themselves to the Rector by a 


generous exhibition of their sympathy for him in his day of trial.” 


From 1867 to 1910 there was a succession of rectors at Old 
Wye. From 1910 on, there were only occasional services at Old Wye 
Church and the building fell again into disrepair. More than that, 
the changes made along the line had done great violence to the 
original building. 


In the winter of 1947, Mr. Arthur A. Houghton, Jr. presented 
to the Vestry of Wye Parish a proposal to restore the old church. 
This very generous offer was accepted with enthusiasm and great 
appreciation. Even the Vestry House has been rebuilt on its old 
site. So long had it been gone that its very location was not known 
until a tractor plough cruising in the general area where it must 
have been, ran into a brick wall and subsequent search showed the 


outlines. 


Old Wye Church was re-dedicated on July 18, 1949 at an im- 
pressive service conducted by the Bishop of Maryland and services 
have since been held in it every Sunday. In addition to the restora- 


tion work, a Parish House and Rectory were built. 


And so Old Wye is a flourishing and strong parish. It bears 
eloquent testimony to the devoted Christian spirit and determina- 
tion of its many members and friends over more than two cen- 
turies to maintain the Church as a going institution. Trials and 
tribulations have been many but today the building stands erect 


in all its beauty and simplicity. 


This brief history can not be concluded without a final tribute 
to Mr. Houghton and the meticulous care and devotion with which 


he directed the restoration. 
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